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JAMES B. AUSTIN 
CHUTTER LEE 
Captivity Captive Round Many a Bend 


An account by an army chaplain The author tells of his life as a 
of ‘What happened at Tobruk’ + clergyman and of his experiences 
and life in an enemy prison camp. after his break with the Church. 
It is readable, unaffected and at An important and amusing book. 
times amusing. 13s. 6d. 12s. 6d. 


T. H. WHITE 


author of The Goshawk, etc. 


The Book of Beasts 


The translation of a_ twelfth-century 
Latin prose Bestiary. The author’s notes 
are frequent, often as long and always 
as amusing and amazing as Bayle’s. They 
are as eruditely witty as Gibbon’s and 
embody as much out-of-the-way lore 
and learning, wisdom and humour, as 
could be looted on a day’s march through 
Burton’s Anatomy of Melancholy. 32s. 6d. 


Illustrated 


ALEXANDER BARON 


author of From the City, from the Plough, etc. 


The Golden Princess 


A romance set against a background of one of the most 
astonishing adventures in history : the conquest of the mighty 
Aztec empire by four hundred white men. The novel 
abounds in big vivid characters, but each is examined with 
insight and is a unique complex human being. It is a story, 
in which tragedy, terror, humour, love and philosophy all 


have their place. 15s. 
All prices are net. 


Book Society Choice for October 
author of Juan in America, Magnus Merriman, etc. 
The Faithful Ally 

The story of a moral contest between the Sultan of 
Namua, and Morland, a government official, played 
against the romantic background of a Pacific Island, 
during a savage native rebellion. It is a comedy of 
many shades in which the author has created a gallery 
of striking figures and an ‘atmosphere’ of intense 
excitement. 10s. 6d. 
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Science & 
Civilisation in 
China (1) 
JOSEPH NEEDHAM 


The first of seven volumes setting 
out the Chinese contribution to 
human knowledge in the domains 
of science and technology. This 
volume is introductory and will 
be enjoyed by many readers 
besides historians of science or 
of China. 52s. 6d. net 


Roman Literature 
MICHAEL GRANT 


Professor Grant provides for the 
modern reader, whether or not he 
is a Latin scholar, an account of 
the achievement and significance 


of the principal Latin writers. 
15s. net 


Phillipps Studies III 
A. N. L. MUNBY 


The third volume gives an account 
of the formation of the Phillipps 
Library up to 1840. 18s. net 


The North African 
Provinces 
B. H. WARMINGTON 


An account of Roman North 
Africa in the last century and a 
half of its existence. 12s. 6d. net 


CAMBRIDGE 


UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Livingstone’s 
Travels 


HERE, IN DR LIVINGSTONE’S 
OWN WORDS, is an account of the 
travels that made him famous. 


Compiled by the Rev. Dr James 
Macnair, Chairman of the Scottish 
National Memorial to Livingstone, 
with geographical sections by Dr 
Ronald Miller. 


Books about Livingstone can never 
supersede these personal diaries and 
records, and their republication is 
particularly apt at this time of new and 
burning problems in Africa. 


With photographs and authoritative 
sketch-maps. 21s. 


The Darkness 
under the Earth 


Norbert Casteret 


“The doyen of spelacologists [re- 
veals} the dread beauty of caverns 
and caves and grottoes with their 
secret springs and subterranean 
streams. The passages of description 
—both of the icy rils and the 
sterile loveliness; of the cascades and 
siphons; of the heart-stopping hazards 
and the triumphant escapes—are 
extremely moving.” Daily Telegraph. 
Fully illustrated. 15s. 


Manzoni and 
his Times 
Archibald Colquhoun 


By the translator of Manzoni’s 
masterpiece, The Betrothed (I Promessi 
Sposit). “Very much needed bio- 
graphy of Manzoni and a lively and 
interesting account of the ideas that 
were circulating in Italy after the 
French Revolution . . . a valuable 
picture of the Italy in which Manzoni 
wrote.” Vv. S. PRITCHETT, Bookman. 


Illustrated. 21s. 
BOOK SOCIETY RECOMMEND 


* Illustrated leaflets of the above books 


obtainable post free from DENTS, 
Bedford St, London, W.C.2. 











SOUND BIDDING AT 
CONTRACT 


G. C. H. FOX 


* .,...should prove a godsend.... The author 
is a highly successful teacher; I doubt if there 
has ever been in book form a more lucid and 
comprehensive coverage of standardised bidding 
situations.” —M. Harrison-Gray in Country Life. 


EDWARD ARNOLD 


For everyone who plays Bridge 


105.6d. net 

















LIBRARIANS! 


The ideal Farming Journal for your 


REFERENCE LIBRARY 
is 
BRITISH AGRICULTURAL 
BULLETIN 


Scientific Research and Education 
Livestock Breeding - Dairying 
Irrigation ~* Forestry 
All the Latest Developments 
in Commonwealth Agriculture 
(fully illustrated) 


21s. a year 
Published every Two Months 


Send for Specimen Copy to 
BRITISH 


AGRICULTURAL BULLETIN 
65 Davies Street, London, W.1. 

















81 of the 85 


books in the 1954 
N.B.L.Exhibition were 
set on “MONOTYPE 


machines. This majestic 
type face—Bembo—was 
the most popular (17 Booxs). 


*REG. TRADE MARK THE MONOTYPE 
CORPORATION LTD, §5-56 Lincolns Inn 
Fields, London, w.c.2. Works: Salfords, Sy. 














ero HAR RAP somos 


SEPTEMBER PUBLICATIONS 


From the Danube 
to the Yalu 


GENERAL MARK CLARK 


Author of Calculated Risk. The former 
U.S. Commander-in-Chief in the Far 
East tells of his experiences, in battle and 
at the conference table, from Vienna to 
Korea. The General has a reputation 
for forthrightness and he pulls no 
punches in this blunt appraisal of the war 
in Korea. An important contribution to 
the history of our time. 

Illustrations and Maps. 21/- 


A Seal’s World 


FRANK STUART 
Author of “City of the Bees,” etc. 


This book tells the strange and touching 
story of the first years in the life of an 
Arctic harp-seal. It will make an 
immediate appeal to all those readers 
who enjoy adventure stories with an 
authentic background of natural history. 
Line illustrations. 12/6 


Log Hut 


THOMAS FIRBANK 


The famous author of J Bought a 
Mountain (23rd imp.) describes another 
adventure in home-making. This time 
the scene is set on the north-east edge 
of Dartmoor. 10/6 


The Radio Talk 


JANET DUNBAR 


This book fills an obvious want and will 
be equally helpful to beginners and those 
wishing to improve their technique. It 
is divided into three main parts: Planning 
the Talk, The Script, and Speaking the 
Talk. A wise, practical and thoroughly 
helpful book by one of our most ex- 
perienced broadcasters and script writers. 

8/6 


HARRAP, London, W.C.1 

















SEPTEMBER BOOKS 


ALOW. & ALOFT 


DEWAR BROWN 
A lively and.true story, of life 
before the Mastin a typical 
square-rigged Australian grain 
ship, illustrated by the author’s 
photographs. Demy 8vo 18s. 


ALL RIGHT 
ON THE NIGHT 


V. C. CLINTON-BADDELEY 
An entertaining and at the same 
time accurate account of the 
personalities and behavior in 
the Georgian theatre. Period 
illustrations. Demy 8vo 2\ls. 


AMERICA’S 
ANCIENT 
CIVILIZATIONS 


A. H. & R. VERRILL 
The civilizations of the Mayas, 
the Aztecs and the Incas are 
among the mysteries of an- 
tiquity. This well illustrated 
book discusses current theories. 
Demy 8vo 25s. 


COMMON LOVE 


JOHN WATNEY 
This new novel by an established 
writer tells of love and its 
strange consequences on a 
group of ex-patriots in France. 
Large Cr. 8vo 10s. 6d. 


PICK OF TODAY’S 
SHORT STORIES 


NUMBER 5 


JOHN PupNey has edited the 
fifth volume of this cream of 
the years story-telling. 

Large Cr. 8vo 10s. 6d. 


PUTNAM 



































The Oxford History of English Literature 


Vol. III. English Literature in the Sixteenth Century 
Cc. S. LEWIS 30s. net 


The exclusion of drama (to be treated elsewhere) has allowed 
literary development in the sixteenth century to be discussed 
more fully. The great medieval literature of Scotland and the 
work of Sidney, Spenser, and Hooker, naturally provide the 
high lights, but the writings of More and Tyndale are revalued 
and the work of many lesser-known authors is assessed. 
Ready 16 September. 


The New Oxford History of Music 


Vol. II. Early Medieval Music up to 1300 
EDITED BY DOM ANSELM HUGHES 45s. net 


This is the first volume to be published of an entirely new 
work which replaces the Oxford History of Music. The new 
series has been planned as a complete survey of music from the 
earliest times to the present day, including contributions made 
by Eastern civilizations and primitive societies. Ready 30 
September. 


The Oxford History of Modern Europe 


The Struggle for Mastery in Europe 1848-1918 
A. J. P. TAYLOR 30s. net 


This first volume of a new series, under the general editorship 
of Alan Bullock and F. W. D. Deakin, describes the relations 
of the great European powers when Europe was still the 
centre of the world. Though primarily diplomatic history, 
it seeks to bring out the political ideas and economic forces 
which shaped day-to-day diplomacy. Ready 28 October. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 






































Early Autumn Books 


COLETTE 
THE VAGABOND 


Love or a career in the Paris music- 
halls of 1910. Colette’s own favourite 
among all her books. 10s. 6d. 


WILLIAM GIBSON 
THE COBWEB 


Life in a hospital is the theme of 
this unforgettable novel by a new 
American writer. Book Society 
Recommendation. 15s. 


GEORGE ORWELL 


KEEP THE 
ASPIDISTRA 
FLYING 


One of Orwell’s earliest works, out 
of print for 15 years. 12s. 6d. 


MORRIS MARPLES 


A HISTORY OF 
FOOTBALL 


J. P. W. Mallalieu writes: ‘‘It might 
well become the standard work on 
the structure and social aspects 
of football.” Illustrated. 2\s. 


NANCY CUNARD 
GRAND MAN 


Memoirs of Norman Douglas. ‘‘ No 
student of Douglas will be able to 
ignore her book” . .. Daily Telegraph. 

Illustrated. 25s. 


SECKER & WARBURG 














Bibliotheca 
Chemica 


JOHN FERGUSON 


The classic bibliography of Alche- 
mical, Chemicaland Pharmaceuti- 
cal books. ‘It is doubtful indeed 
whether anyone will ever be able 
to surpass this magnum opus.’ 
DR. F. SHERWOOD TAYLOR. 
£12 12s. or U.S. $36.00 
for 2 vols. 


Bibliographie 
Gastronomique 
GEORGES VICAIRE 


A bibliography of books ap- 
pertaining to food and drink 
from the beginning of printing 
to 1890. Has been unobtainable 
except at collectors’ prices for 
very many years. ‘A veritable 
history of the table through the 
ages.’ 
ANDRE L. SIMON. 
£5 5s. or U.S. $15.00 


Bibliographie 
des Sciences Medicales 
A. PAULY 


The classic bibliography, inter- 

national in scope, of Medical 

History, Epidemics, History of 

Medical Schools, Medical Litera- 

ture and Professional History. 
£8 8s. or U.S. $23.50 





DEREK VERSCHOYLE 
ACADEMIC & 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
PUBLICATIONS 
LIMITED 


14 Carlisle Street, Soho Square 
London, W.1 















































Half-Term Report 
WILLIAM DOUGLAS HOME 
The autobiography of the author of Now Barrabas. 


“‘ We feel at the end of the report .... that we have met a man, 
not a self-conscious cipher.”—J. C. TREWIN (Birmingham Post). 
15/- net 


Spare the Rod 


MICHAEL CROFT 


“I have seldom been more alarmed and affected by a new 
novel.”—JOHN BETJEMAN ( Daily Telegraph. 


“ ...a revealing picture of appalling educational conditions 


to be found in England today .... Spare the Rod is a tract for 
the times.”—Eric GiLLett (Sunday Chronicle). 
10/6 net 


A Lover for Lucia 
CHARLES HUMANA 
A story of love and intolerance in a changeless Italian village. 


*““Mr. Humana’s strange story has a poetic simplicity that is 
quite free from falseness.”—Stevie SmitTH (Observer). 


10/6 net 


Politics in Post War France 
PHILIP WILLIAMS 


“ .... here is a first-class guide to the political life of our 
nearest neighbour.”—D. W. BROGAN (Spectator). 


35/- net 





Forthcoming 





A TREE IS A TREE 
The autobiography of American film director, King Vidor. 
September 13th: 18/- net 


GRAY’S ANATOMY 
31st Edition: /00/— net 
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STUDIES OF COMPOSERS 
A. HYATT KING 


THE writing of English books about composers and their music is a 
comparatively late development, not only in relation to biography in letters 
and the graphic arts, but even to other branches of musical literature. For 
many works on the theory of music (the best still being in current use) were 
printed from the late sixteenth century onwards, but early biographies 
were very few. Little of value appeared before about 1890. The main reason 
is that only then did scholarly standards in critical evaluation begin to 
grow up in England. 


Early books were mainly anecdotal in character. The first of lasting quality 
was Edward Holmes’s Life of Mozart (1845), objective and embodying some 
original research: it was last available in an Everyman’s Library reprint (1948, 
Dent). Mainly owing to the dominance of opera in English musical thought 
of the nineteenth century, substantial works on instrumental music were 
practically non-existent until Sir George Grove wrote Beethoven and his 
Nine Symphonies (1896; reprinted 1951, Novello, 21s.)*. This book may be 
said to have marked the beginning of the modern style of writing and 
thinking about musicians. It was the first attempt scientifically to relate life 
to musical thought and construction. Hereafter began the trickle of books 
which, during the next sixty years, swelled to a flood of over 1,200 titles, 
of which only those outstanding in various ways can be mentioned here. 





®The first edition actually appeared in America in 1884. 
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In 1895 appeared Gluck and the Opera (Dobell) and in 1907 Hugo Wolf 
(Methuen) both pioneer works, for Gluck was then completely neglected 
and misunderstood, and Wolf, who died in 1903, was hardly known at 
all in England. The author of both was the youthful Ernest Newman, who 
even then was beginning vast research that was to bear fruit forty years 
later in the four volumes of his definitive Life of Richard Wagner (1933-47, 
Cassell. Vols. 3 and 4 available at 30s. each; Vols. 1 and 2 may be reprinted 
in one vol. in 1955). At the turn of the century Edward J. Dent went to 
Naples and other South Italian cities to investigate the life and work of 
Alessandro Scarlatti, a very prolific composer, especially of cantatas, whose 
music was then quite unknown in England. The resultant book Alessandro 
Scarlatti: His Life and Work (1905, Arnold) was nearly half a century ahead 
of its time, but Dent’s enthusiasm has been vindicated by the recent wide- 
spread recognition of this composer. Dent found another virtually untouched 
field in Mozart’s neglected works for the stage. Not only has his Mozart's 
Operas (1913; 2nd edition, 1947, O.U.P., 21s.) become a standard book, 
but it was one of the prime factors in the English Mozart revival. 


English audiences and critics of the late Victorian era esteemed German 
music highly on account of its serious, elevated qualities, no composer 
more so than Brahms, about whom the first large book was written by one 
of his pupils, Florence May. Her Life of Johannes Brahms (1905; 2nd edition, 
1948, William Reeves, 35s.) is the first standard work of musical biography 
written by a woman. Another much revered German composer was Bach, 
first discussed at length by Sir Hubert Parry in 1909: his Johann Sebastian 
Bach (1934 revised edition, since reprinted, Putnam, 15s.) contains much 
profound thought, and is distinguished by a range of sympathy lacking in 
some of his other writings. 

The English have been curiously slow to appreciate their own composers, 
particularly the geniuses of the period 1580 to 1640, the so-called ‘golden 
age’ of English music, when polyphonic and monodic vocal forms flowered 
swiftly to perfection. Their re-instatement was due almost entirely to the 
life-long research and enthusiasm of the late Canon E. H. Fellowes, who 
not only brought to light much new biographical information, but also 
edited single-handed an immense corpus of the sacred music, madrigals 
and songs by the best composers. He wrote the following books, all published 
by the Oxford University Press: The English Madrigal Composers (1921; 
2nd edition 1948, 25s.); Orlando Gibbons (1925; 2nd edition 1951, 10s.6d.); 
William Byrd (1936; 2nd edition 1948, 21s.). 
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Another English scholar much devoted to the Elizabethans, though more 
as editor than biographer, was Philip Heseltine, a gifted composer, better 
known under his pseudonym ‘Peter Warlock’. Yet his range of interests 
was so great that he wrote an excellent little book on his friend Delius, 
Frederick Delius (1923; revised edition by Hubert Foss 1951, Bodley Head, 
15s.) and, in conjunction with Cecil Gray, a remarkable study entitled 
Carlo Gesualdo, Prince of Venosa, Musician and Murderer (1926, Kegan Paul). 
No other English book recaptures so vividly the atmosphere of the musical 
Renaissance. Gesualdo’s life was as bizarre and remarkable as his music. 
Gray was well known as an advocate of the neglected, not always as successful 
as in his Sibelius (1931; 2nd edition 1934, O.U.P., 10s.6d.) which was the 
first reasoned extensive plea for his music, despite its having been championed 
in performance by Sir Henry Wood twenty years earlier. Gray’s ability as 
a biographer was shown best in his vivid study Peter Werlock: A Memoir of 
Philip Heseltine (1934, Cape) which came out four years after Heseltine’s 
early death. Considering the closeness of their friendship, it is a remarkably 
objective biography, and valuable for its picture of musical life in London 
in the post-war decade. 

This period was also notable for the books written by C. S. Terry on the 
Bach family. Terry was Professor of History in the University of Aberdeen, 
with a special interest in German literature. Intensive research in German 
archives brought to light new facts, which were presented with admirable 
lucidity and full citation of sources. The best of these books, all published 
by the Oxford University Press, were: Bach: A Biography (1928; 2nd edition 
1933, 308.); Bach: The Historical Approach (1930); Bach’s Orchestra (1932). As 
a by-product Terry also wrote the life of J. S. Bach’s youngest son, generally 
known as the ‘English Bach’, because most of his working life was spent 
in England. By drawing on contemporary sources, chiefly newspapers, 
he was able in his John Christian Bach (1929, O.U.P.) to build up a brilliant, 
copiously documented picture of the age. Like most of Terry’s other books, 
this was lavishly illustrated, and included, besides, a thematic catalogue. 


It is not too much to say that during the inter-war period more than half 
the musical biographies published in England dealt with German composers, 
but even so, vast tracts of German music were still untouched by English 
writers. Sometimes they favoured the unfamiliar, as did E. J. Dent in his 
Ferruccio Busoni (1933, O.U.P.), a masterpiece of biography, dramatic, 
swiftly moving and sympathetic without being uncritical. It treats less of 
Busoni’s music than of his complex personality and the dichotomy between 
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composer and virtuoso. Centenaries of the German composers have generally 
been fervently observed in England, and usually bear a crop of literature. 
But rather strangely, the Beethoven centenary of 1927 did not produce 
much of lasting merit, and the Schubert centenary of the next year only 
one book of real distinction, Richard Capell’s Schubert's Songs (1928, Benn). 
While not exhausting so vast a topic—there are, after all, over 600 songs—it 
has not been surpassed in English, and remains one of the best studies in any 
language. A useful and thorough book is Sir Newman Flower’s Franz 
Schubert (1928; 2nd edition 1949, Cassell, 22s.6d.) which is the most extensive 
biography in English. 

The difficulty of writing about contemporaries or near-contemporaries is 
well illustrated by the cases of Elgar, Delius and Holst who all died in 
1934. A dozen or more smallish books on Elgar were written during his 
lifetime, but not until 1933, one year before his death, did anything really 
substantial appear: Basil Maine’s Elgar: His Life and Work (2 vols. 1933, 
Bell). Some estimation of the music was made easier by the fact that Elgar 
wrote very little for the last fourteen years of his life, but the definitive book 
on this paradoxical musician is still to come. Delius had to wait some time 
for a study of his music more detailed than Warlock’s pentrating but brief 
volume could offer. In 1947 Arthur Hutchings, now Professor of Music in 
the University of Durham, wrote a well-balanced book Delius (1948, 
Macmillan, 12s.6d.) which naturally made use of pre-existing material, 
including Eric Fenby’s Delius as I Knew Him (1939, Bell). Fenby had been 
Delius’s amanuensis during his last years, when blind and paralysed: his 
book is a unique account of a great composer’s method of working under 
the most adverse conditions. The difficult task of writing about Holst, part 
ascetic, part mystic, was successfully accomplished by his daughter Imogen, 
whose Music of Gustav Holst (1951, O.U.P., 15s.) is distinguished by cool 
judgment and some shrewd criticism. To the names of Elgar, Holst and 
Delius, must be added, from the next generation, that of Vaughan Williams, 
happily still alive and productive. Of several attempts to sum up his creative 
life, the best is Frank Howes’s The Music of Ralph Vaughan Williams (1954, 
O.U.P., 25s.), notable for combining elaborate analysis with aesthetic 
insight. 

Particular mention must be made of the series “The Master Musicians’, 
published by Dent under the editorship of Eric Blom since 1934 (8s.6d. 
each). Each volume has a uniform division of space between biography and 
criticism, plus appendices giving biographical summaries of the chief persons 
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mentioned, a list of works, and a chronological table of the composer’s life 
in relation to contemporary artists and events. The series now amounts to 
over twenty titles covering practically all the great composers. From its 
generally high level the following are outstanding for originality in presenta- 
tion and research—Palestrina by Henry Coates (1938; 2nd impression 1948); 
Purcell by J. A. Westrup (1937; 3rd impression 1947); Bizet by Winton 
Dean (1948); Beethoven by Marion Scott (1934, reprinted 1951); Haydn by 
Rosemary Hughes (1950); Verdi by Dyneley Hussey (1940; revised edition 
1948); Chopin by Arthur Hedley (1947; 3rd impression 1953). 

At any time in the last sixty years, English books written by one author 
largely or entirely about a composer’s music have been rare. Today, with 
leisure at a premium and many demands upon the skilled critic, they have 
become rarer still. One small but important book was Chopin’s Musical 
Style (1939, O.U.P., 7s.6d.) by Gerald Abraham, now Alsop Professor of 
Music in the University of Liverpool. There remained, obviously, much to 
be said at length about the music of others. To meet this need, a series 
was devised under the editorship of Professor Abraham entitled “The Music 
of the Masters’. It was begun in 1945 by Lindsay Drummond; in 1951 it was 
taken over by the Oxford University Press, who have added some new 
titles. Each chapter, dealing with a group of compositions, is entrusted to a 
single author: the biographical background is succinctly dealt with by 
a specialist, and the editor’s task is to co-ordinate the whole and remove 
overlapping and contradiction. Liberal musical quotations and skilful 
editing have combined to make this new venture deservedly successful. The 
volumes so far published are: Tchaikovsky (1945), Schubert (1952, 15s.), 
Grieg (1952, 15s.), Sibelius (1952, 15s.), Schumann (1952, 21s.) and Handel 
(1954, 25s.). A similar contributory method was employed in Benjamin 
Britten: A Commentary on his Works by a Group of Specialists, edited by 
Hans Keller and Donald Mitchell (1952, Rockliff, 30s.). It deserves mention 
here if only as the most embarrassing and intensive volume of praise ever 
bestowed on any composer prior to his fortieth year. 

An entirely new departure was made by Otto Erich Deutsch’s Schubert: 
A Documentary Biography (1947, Dent, 63s.). Instead of writing the life 
himself, this distinguished Austrian scholar, then resident in England, 
collected, after forty years’ research, all the documents for the benefit of 
posterity, and cited many at length. Documentary in a different way was 
Percy Scholes’s The Great Dr. Burney (1948, O.U.P., 2 vols. 63s.), which 
gathered up all the threads of the long and active life of this traveller, scholar 
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and historian. It is really the musical portrait of an era, with numerous 
excursuses, and huge appendices on the remarkable Burney family. Four 
other recent books show how catholic are the interests of English scholars. 
All are based on long research, embody new facts, and have been recognised 
as definitive. They are Mozart's Piano Concertos by C. M. Girdlestone (1948, 
Cassell, 25s.), remarkable also as having been written originally in French 
by an Englishman, and first published in 1939 in France; Hugo Wolf by 
Frank Walker (1951, Dent, 36s.); Frangois Couperin and the French Classical 
Tradition by Wilfrid Mellers (1950, Dobson, 30s.); Carl Nielsen, Symphonist 
by Robert Simpson (1952, Dent, 21s.). This notable variety proves that the 
seeds sown over half a century ago by E. J. Dent and Ernest Newman, 
both still wielding an active pen, continue to bear a healthy crop. But the 
ground still uncultivated is vast: there is a rich harvest awaiting those who 
can combine enterprising research with sound criticism and good style. 


Mr. A. Hyatt King has been Superintendent of the Music Room of the British Museum since 
1944. He is Chairman of the Executive Committee of the British Institute of Recorded Sound; 
Editor of the Proceedings of the Royal Musical Association; and Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Association of Music Libraries. 





CORRECTION 
In some copies of the August issue, the title of Ernest Augustus, Duke of Cumberland 


and King of Hanover was shown as Edward Augustus, Duke of Cumberland and King of 


Hanover. The first title is the correct one, and it is given correctly in the index. 
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THE BOOKS REVIEWED in the following pages have been selected for their 
merit with the collaboration of: 

Aslib (Association of Special Libraries and Information Bureaux) 

British Council Medical Library 

British Drama League 

British Library of Political and Economic Science (London School of Economics) 

Commonwealth National Library (Canberra, Australia) 

Institute of Advanced Legal Studies (University of London) 

Library Association 

National Library Service (Wellington, New Zealand) 

Public Library of Toronto (Canada) 

Royal Empire Society 

Royal Geographical Society 

Royal Institute of British Architects 

Royal Institute of International Affairs 

Royal United Service Institution 

South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa) 

Victoria and Albert Museum 


and many individual specialists. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Standard (15th) Edition, revised, of the Dewey 
Decimal Classification, and the Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of 
each entry. In the Literature Section an A after the Dewey number indicates Australia, 
C Canada, NZ New Zealand and SA South Africa. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are 
London firms except where otherwise stated. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a local bookseller or (if this is not 
feasible) may be sent, with a remittance, addressed to the National Book League, 
7 Albemarle Street, London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


UNESCO BOOK COUPONS can be used for the purchase of British books and 
periodicals in many countries in which there are currency difficulties. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and biblio- 
graphical guidance, may be obtained by overseas readers from the nearest office of the 
British Council (which maintains libraries in most countries) and whenever necessary 
such enquiries will be referred to the appropriate department of the Council in London, 
which is in consultation with the foremost British authorities in all fields of knowledge. 
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REVIEWS 


A SELECTION OF RECOMMENDED BOOKS 
* New periodicals of note are also included 





GENERAL WORKS 


Bibliographical Science 


A PRIMER OF BIBLIOGRAPHY. Kenneth A. Mallaber. Association of 
Assistant Librarians, 9s. 1954. 224 cm. 192 pages. 18 illustrations and diagrams. 
Bibliographies. Index. 

A useful guide for students to bibliography and documentary reproduction which 

may well appeal also to many others interested in book production and design. 

Emphasis is on the practical nature of the physical aspects of the printed book and the 

relation of this subject to modern library practice. In the important and developing 

field of documentary reproduction the author writes more of the principles lying 
behind the main processes than of the detail of individual machines and his particular 
concern has been to describe the economic aspects of the various methods now 
available. (oro) 


Bibliographies 
WHITAKER’S FIVE-YEAR CUMULATIVE BOOK LIST 1948-1952. 
Whitaker, 160s. 1954. 25 cm. 1,324 pages. 


This is the third volume of Whitaker’s major Cumulative Book Lists, the two 
preceding volumes covering the periods 1939-43 and 1944-47. It is a list of all books 
published in the United Kingdom during the period, Part I recording the books under 
the names of the authors; Part II recording them under titles, with subject entries 
where necessary. Full bibliographical details are given throughout, and Part also 
gives the month and year of publication. As in previous issues, there is a list of 
publishers, an analysis of annual book production in 1948-52, a table of book sizes 
and an explanatory list of abbreviations used. (015-42) 


BRITISH BROADCASTING. A Bibliography. B.B.C., 1s. 1954. 244 cm. 
40 pages. Author index. Paper covers. 


This replaces Books about Broadcasting issued in 1948. It is a broadly classified list 
covering books published in Britain on sound and television broadcasting, but 
excluding books on engineering subjects. Official publications relating to the British 
Broadcasting Corporation are included as well as the more important parliamentary 
debates concerning the Corporation and a select list of articles in periodicals. Many 
of the entries have annotations. (016-792) 


Library Science 

STATISTICS OF PUBLIC (RATE-SUPPORTED) LIBRARIES IN 
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, 1952-3. The 
Library Association, $s. 1954. 25 cm. 28 pages. Paper covers. 


This compilation includes statistical information relating to all British public libraries, 
municipal and county. For each library details are given of the number of population 
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served, the total stock and circulation of books, the number of staff employed, the 
number of branches and other service points, and the main items of expenditure. A 
summary arranged in population groups is also provided. (027-4) 


Encyclopedias 

THE COLUMBIA-VIKING CONCISE ENCYCLOPEDIA. Compiled 
and edited at Columbia University by the Staff of The Columbia Encyclopedia. 
Editor-in-chief: William Bridgwater. Macdonald, sos. 1954. 26} cm. 1,100 pages. 
11 pages of illustrations. 6 maps. 2 endpaper maps in colour. 6 tables. 


This American work, containing some 31,000 entries, mostly very brief, is derived 
from the well-known Columbia Encyclopedia, specifically from the second edition of 
1951; census figures, death dates, etc. have, however, been revised to 1 April 1953 
and many new articles added to cover recent events and knowledge. It is essentially 
a popular, quick-reference encyclopedia, intended for the home, for students, and for 
professional and business people; not unnaturally it contains a large proportion of 
articles on persons and places in the Western Hemisphere. The volume is well 
produced, and admirably fulfils its purpose. (032) 


General Periodicals 


% SALTIRE REVIEW of Arts, Letters and Life. Editor: Alexander Scott. 


Vol. 1, No. 1, April 1954. The Saltire Society (Edinburgh). Three times a year, 
2s.6d. 8s. per annum (post free). 21} cm. 


The Saltire Society is a body that is doing much to preserve and foster literature and 
the arts in Scotland. The Saltire Review ‘seeks to be Scottish in orientation while 
avoiding parochialism’, and is issued under the guidance of a distinguished Advisory 
Board. The first number contains poetry in English, Scots and Gaelic; articles on 
drama, architecture and literature; and a section of book reviews. (052) 


Journalism 


THE YORKSHIRE POST: Two Centuries. Mildred A. Gibb, Frank 
Beckwith and members of the Editorial Staff of the Yorkshire Post and the 
Yorkshire Evening Post. Yorkshire Conservative Newspaper Co., 108.6d. 1954. 
25% cm. 124 pages. 60 illustrations. 7 drawings in text. Index. 


This book exhaustively records the history of one of Britain’s leading newspapers on 
the occasion of its bi-centenary, and is a valuable source of information about the 
general lines of the development of the newspaper press in Britain. In dealing with 
the views expounded by a long line of distinguished and influential editors, it also 
throws much light on social and political events and trends and also on the industrial 
progress of northern England. (072) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


FACTORIAL ANALYSIS FOR NON-MATHEMATICIANS. C. J. 
Adcock. Melbourne University Press (Melbourne, Australia): Cambridge University 
Press (London), 17s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 88 pages. Bibliography. 

The technique of factorial analysis developed within psychology, but its use in 

psychological research has been hampered, hitherto, by the mathematical complexity 

of the texts available. The Senior Lecturer in Psychology at Victoria University 

College, Wellington, New Zealand, here presents the essentials of factor analysis in 
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simple terms, and in such a way as to make clear its underlying logic; so that it is 
possible for anyone with even the most elementary mathematical background to 
make some use of the technique and ‘to be critically appreciative of research done 
by others’. (151-2) 


HUMAN SOCIETY IN ETHICS AND POLITICS. Bertrand Russell. 
Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 240 pages. Frontispiece. 
Students of philosophy have for many years been awaiting a pronouncement by 
Bertrand Russell upon questions of ethics and political allegiance. Here it is. This 
full-length treatise, the product of old age, is written with the uncanny lucidity which 
distinguished in particular the author’s earliest works. The argument is developed 
with gusto and teems with concrete instances. Russell seeks to outline a theory of 
ethics which, though lacking all supernatural sanction, provides a clear guide to 
conduct in both individuals and states. He may often provoke disagreement; he will 
never tire the attention. (177) 


PHILOSOPHICAL ESSAYS. A. J. Ayer. Macmillan, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 
302 pages. Index. 


The author’s considerable reputation will be enhanced by the publication of these 
essays. The controversies aroused by his earliest works have to some extent obscured 
a progressively maturing outlook. The subjects treated are familiar to the student of 
philosophical analysis: ‘Other Minds’, ‘Negation’, ‘Individuals,’ etc., but the treatment 
is less cavalier and heated than has sometimes been the case, and the style possesses 
smoothness and elegance. ‘So long as the bounds of logical possibility are respected, 
it is not for the philosopher to set any limits to the marvels of nature’. This is the 
voice of true Positivism. (192) 


RELIGION 


AN APPROACH TO CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE. Edited by Greville P. 
Lewis. Epworth Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 264 pages. Bibliography. Indexes. 


A comprehensive survey of the principal Christian doctrines, written by a group of 
younger Methodist theologians primarily for the benefit of lay preachers—although 
teachers, ‘sixth forms’ and others will find here much valuable guidance. The essays 
on “Man, Sin and Grace’, “The Holy Spirit’, “The Church’ and “Christian Ethics’ are 
admirable expositions of difficult themes. At the end of each chapter there are test 
questions, and the appendix contains a useful bibliography. While the disadvantages 
of a theological symposium are sometimes evident, a high level of writing is main- 
tained throughout. (230) 


AUTHORITY AND FREEDOM. Some Psychological Problems of Religious 
Belief. The Hulsean Lectures delivered at the University of Cambridge, 1952. 
Robert H. Thouless. Hodder & Stoughton, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 124 pages. Index. 


In this lively volume, which should arrest the attention of all who are concerned 
about the future of religion, the author, a leading Cambridge psychologist, discusses 
the decline of religion and suggests that while the religious interpretation of the 
universe is well grounded, it is often presented in ways that make it difficult to accept. 
With a view to commending religion to the modern man, he examines the place of 
dogma, the function of religious language, the problem of religious authority and 
the need for intellectual exploration. (230) 
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THE CRAFT OF THE SERMON. W. E. Sangster. Epworth Press, 9s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 322 pages. Index. 


Two of Dr. Sangster’s books on preaching are brought together here for the con- 
venience of the student. The volume constitutes the most helpful and satisfactory 
treatment of sermon construction and illustration so far published, and preachers of 
all denominations would greatly benefit by a careful perusal of its pages. In the first 
part, the author deals with different types of sermons, methods of preparation, and 
mistakes commonly made; in the second he discusses the place, use and sources of 
illustration. (251) 


THE CHOSEN PEOPLE or THE BIBLE, CHRISTIANITY AND 
RACE. Gerald W. Broomfield. Longmans, 4s. 1954. 184m. 102 pages. 
Paper covers. 

The author, who is Hon. Canon of Zanzibar and General Secretary of the Universities’ 

Mission to Central Africa, examines the teaching of the Christian religion about race 

in the light of the biblical picture of the whole divine scheme of redemption which 

found its fulfilment in Christ and His Church. He relates what the Bible has to say 
to nation and race, equality, colonies, multiracial countries and social relationships. 

This admirably clear treatment of a crucial theme should be read by all who are 

concerned about a solution to racial conflict. (261-8) 


PRAYER BOOK REVISION IN ENGLAND 1800-1900. R. C. D. 
Jasper. S.P.C.K., 13s. 6d. 1954. 22 cm. 148 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


This book deals with the attempts made in the nineteenth century to revise the Prayer 
Book which were largely the heritage of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
when demands for revision arose from a desire to bring Nonconformists within the 
Established Church. Special attention is directed to the contribution of the Tractarians 
to liturgical study and to the effect of the Royal Commission on Ritual, 1867. It is 
argued that in spite of its imperfections, the 1662 Book withstood all attacks and thus 
the doctrines of the Church of England remained unimpaired. A useful addition to a 
neglected field of study. (264-03) 


CONFIRMATION. Its Place in the Baptismal Mystery. L. S. Thornton. Dacre 
Press, 158. 1954. 22} cm. 218 pages. Index. 
The relation of the rites of baptism and confirmation has recently been widely 
discussed by theologians, and this learned work is an attempt to deal with these rites 
in the light of New Testament teaching which is set against the background of the 
Old Testament as well as the thought and practice of the Christian Church. While 
the author’s interpretations are often open to grave question, and sometimes fanciful, 
his treatment of the theme reveals deep insight and invites those who cannot share his 
conclusions to re-examine their own views. In an appendix, he considers the views 
maintained by G. W. Lampe in The Seal of the Spirit. (265-2) 


THE KINGSHIP OF CHRIST. The Story of the World Council of Churches. 
G. K. A. Bell. Penguin Books, 2s. 1954. 18 cm. 184 pages. 2 diagrams. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Paper covers. (Penguin Special) 

The purpose of this concise, reliable and interesting book by the Bishop of Chichester 

is to trace the history of the movement towards Christian unity during the past 

forty years and particularly to describe the origin and work of the World Council of 

Churches to which all the principal Christian Churches belong except the Roman 
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Catholic. Useful information about the different Christian communions will be found 
in the appendices, and the selected bibliography should serve as an excellent basis for 


further study. (280-1) 


EARLY FATHERS FROM THE PHILOKALIA together with some 
writings of St. Abba Dorotheus, St. Isaac of Syria and St. Gregory Palamas. 
Selected and translated from the Russian text Dobrotolubiye by E. Kadloubovsky 
and G. E. H. Palmer. Faber, 35s. 1954. 23 cm. 422 pages. Index. 


The Philokalia is the title of the selection of writings of the Fathers of the Orthodox 
Church compiled in the eighteenth century, and here we have a representative 
collection, covering the third to the seventh centuries, which provides a unique 
source of information about the doctrines and practices of men who penetrated far 
into the higher realms of the spiritual life. The editors have written an introduction 
and each extract is preceded by a biographical note. This volume should prove of 
interest not only to students of mysticism but to all who seek spiritual guidance. 
(281-9) 
SAINT SERGIUS IN PARIS. The Orthodox Theological Institute. Donald 
A. Lowrie. S.P.C.K., 158. 1954. 224 cm. 130 pages. § plates. Bibliography. Index. 
This book contains an account of the first twenty-five years of the life of the Russian 
Orthodox Theological Institute in Paris which is usually known as St. Sergius’s 
Academy. Dr. Lowrie gives a vivid description of the establishment of the Academy 
and shows how the émigrés from Bolshevik Russia found within it their spiritual 
home. Reference is made to the assistance given by Churches of different confessions 
which helped to make possible a venture which has preserved the best religious 
traditions of Russia. The contribution of the St. Sergius professors to theological 
thought is indicated in the impressive list of books in the appendix. (281-9) 


LIVING CHRISTIANITY. Michael de la Bedoyere. Burns Oates, 15s. 1954. 
224 cm. 190 pages. Bibliography. 
The author, who is the editor of the Catholic Herald, urges that, if Christianity is 
to make an impression on the world, the Church must come to grips with the reality 
of God as interpreted in the light of the rich heritage of the Roman Catholic Faith. 
Although the book is not an autobiography, it is based upon a personal experience of 
the Christian life within the Roman communion which the author desires to com- 
municate to Catholics and non-Catholics. Those who differ from some of his 
conclusions will appreciate the clarity and insight of his approach to fundamental 
problems. (282) 


CONGREGATIONALISM: A RESTATEMENT. Daniel Jenkins. Faber, 
10s. 6d. 1954. 19} cm. 152 pages. Index. 


An admirably lucid account of the Congregational heritage, written against the 
background of the ecumenical movement, in which the author interprets the teaching 
of Congregationalism about faith and freedom, the local Church, the ministry and 
the Universal Church, worship and the common life, society and culture. Among 
other valuable features, he discusses what his own communion has to learn from 
other churches and concludes with the plea that its prospects are good in so far as it 
partakes of the nature of the one Church to which the divine promise has been given. 

(285-8 
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ISLAM. Alfred Guillaume. Penguin Books, 2s. 1954. 18 cm. 214 pages. Glossary. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


Written in the full maturity of its author’s scholarship, this book may be cordially 
recommended as a most sane, sympathetic and authoritative treatment of its subject. 
In a bare 200 pages Professor Guillaume has compressed not only a wealth of detailed 
information acceptable to the enquiring reader, but has also included much new 
material. It is difficult to select for special commendation any part of a book which 
comprises an historical and doctrinal survey of the religion of Islam, but perhaps the 
chapter on contemporary Islam will be found to be particularly interesting. The book 
is written in a very readable style, and has an excellent bibliography and index. (297) 


%& THE ISLAMIC QUARTERLY. A Review of Islamic Culture. Editor: 


Ali Abdel Kader. Vol.1, No. 1, April 1954. Islamic Cultural Centre. Monthly 
7s.6d. 30s. per annum. 25$ cm. 


Edited by the Director of the Islamic Cultural Centre in London, this new review 
is open to scholars to publish their findings in Islamic studies for English-speaking 
Moslem readers and scholars in general. Contributors to the first issue include 
Professors A. Guillaume, J. N. D. Anderson, A. K. S. Lambton of the School of 
Oriental Studies, and A. K. J. Geomanus of the University of Budapest, who set a 
high scholarly standard. There is also a section of book reviews. This review is the 
first of its kind in English to be published under Moslem auspices, and its aim is to 
give a clear idea of Islam in the intellectual and spiritual spheres to bring a closer 
understanding between the peoples of the East and West. (297-05) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
THE COMMUNICATION OF IDEAS. A Study of Contemporary 
Influences on Urban Life. T. Cauter and J. S. Downham. Chatto & Windus for the 
*Reader’s Digest’ Association, 25s. 1954. 25 cm. 342 pages. 15 photographs. 2 maps. 
26 charts. 75 tables. Bibliography. Index. 
A survey of the leisure-time interests and activities of a typical industrial town of 
some 200,000 people—the city of Derby. The range includes church-going, visits to 
cinemas, theatres, concerts and museums, pub-going, radio and television habits, 
extent of newspaper, magazine and book reading, and club membership. The authors 
construct an ‘index of inter-communication’ which gives a measure of the extent to 
which individuals take part in these various activities. The method does not lend 
itself to any qualitative analysis of the influences thus exerted upon people. Neverthe- 
less, the information here collected is of real interest, especially when considered in 
relation to key factors such as age, sex, occupation, education and social status. 
(301-36) 


MOTURIKI. A Pilot Project in Community Development. Howard Hayden. 
Oxford University Press (Melbourne and London) for the South Pacific Commission, 42s. 
1954. 22 cm. 204 pages. 33 plates. 6 maps. Endpaper maps. Tables. Index. 


Mr. Hayden was a Director of Education for Fiji from 1946 to 1953, and Chairman 
of the Advisory Group directing the project on the Fijian island of Moturiki. He 
describes the work of the specially trained native team responsible for the sixteen 
months’ project in the communal development of agriculture, health, education and 
social activities, which was mainly intended as a test of techniques. Results of a 
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preliminary survey are summarised in tabular form in an appendix. Both the factual 
account of the work and the conclusions drawn will be of interest to others engaged 
in the field of mass education. (309-24) 


Political Science 
A HISTORY OF POLITICAL THOUGHT IN THE ENGLISH 
REVOLUTION. Perez Zagorin. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 
216 pages. Index. 
The writings analysed in this book mostly appeared between the years 1645 and 1660, 
the period usually regarded as the most significant in the growth of political ideas. It 
was the age of John Milton, James Harrington and Thomas Hobbes, ‘as well as of 
numerous minor writers such as John Lilburne, Gerrard Winstanley and Anthony 
Ascham. Although the book is conveniently small and concise, the author discusses 
some important writers who had been neglected in larger treatises. On this account 
it will be read with interest by advanced students, as well as being a useful general 
textbook. (320-942) 


POLITICS IN POST-WAR FRANCE. Parties and the Constitution in the 
Fourth Republic. Philip Williams. Longmans, 35s. 1954. 22} cm. $14 pages. 
4 diagrams. 5 maps. Bibliography. Index. 
Several excellent books on France have recently appeared but none perhaps supplies 
a clearer guide through the maze of French politics than the present volume. In 
successive chapters the author considers each of the parties; the Constitution together 
with the powers of the President, the Assembly and other constitutional organs; and 
the political system as it works through elections, pressure groups and Parliament. 
Not only is the narrative clear and well documented but the author also supplies 
tables, charts and appendices still further to clarify recent changes of government, 
ministers, parties and premiers. Both author and publisher are to be congratulated 
on allowing fifty pages for an index which enormously increases the value of the 
book for reference use. (320°944082) 


THE CHALLENGE OF SOCIALISM. Edited by Henry Pelling. Black, 18s. 
1954. 20 cm. 388 pages. Bibliography. Index. (British Political Tradition) 
This latest addition to the series of extracts from contemporary documents illustrating 
the growth of the English political tradition is edited by a Fellow and Tutor of The 
Queen’s College, University of Oxford. It contains passages from over a hundred 
works, covering all aspects of British socialism, and giving the main theories of 
well-known writers such as Robert Owen and Bernard Shaw and also of writers, 
such as William Benbow, whose names are less familiar. Some of the passages, such 
as ‘Elihu’s’ Milk and Postage Stamps (1893), are not otherwise easily available to the 
young student or the general reader for whom the series is intended. (321-83) 


POLITICAL PARTIES. Their Organization and Activity in the Modern State. 
Maurice Duverger. Translated from the French by Barbara and Robert North. 
Methuen, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 478 pages. 45 diagrams and tables. Bibliography. Index. 

M. Duverger, of the Institut d’Etudes Politiques de l’ Université de Paris, first published 

this book in 1951 under the title Les Partis Politiques. It was immediately recognised as 

an important historical record and comparative survey of the party systems of the 
world, valuable to students and others for its critical approach and its full detail. 

Each of the six chapters is devoted to a single topic—party organisation, party 

membership, and so on—and describes, usually as a result of personal investigations, 
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the systems not only of the great powers but also of Bulgaria, Portugal, Turkey and 
other countries which are frequently overlooked. This translation incorporates 
revisions made by the author; there is a foreword by D. W. Brogan. (329) 


Economics 
WINTERSTOKE. L. T. C. Rolt. Constable, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 248 pages. 
Endpaper maps. Chronology. 

The author of Horseless Carriage and other works here writes of an imaginary but 
typical town of the English Midlands, describing its economic development from 
the Middle Ages to the present day. The book includes a realistic account of the 
changing conditions brought about by the industrial revolution, and of the attitudes 
of the local population both to these upheavals and to the later influences of world 
war and a planned economy. The general reader will gain from it, at his ease, a clearer 
impression of the course of economic history than he might receive from an 
elementary textbook. (330-942) 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. Economic and Commercial Conditions, 
December 1953. The United Kingdom Trade Commissioners in the Union for 
the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 4s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 152 pages. Tables. Map. Paper covers. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

The survey covers finance; primary production; mining; general trade and industry 

and notes on the main industries; scientific and technological research; transport, 

communications and tourism; legislation; and labour and social matters. (330-968) 


COSTA RICA. Economic and Commercial Conditions, January 1954. C. .N. 
Ezard for the Board of Trade: Commercial Relations and Exports Department. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 32 pages. Tables. Map. Paper covers. 
(Overseas Economic Surveys) 

A survey of finance, trade, agriculture and natural resources, industry, labour, social 

questions and administration, and transport and communications. (330°97286) 


GUNN’S COMMONWEALTH INCOME TAX LAW AND 
PRACTICE. 4th edition edited by J. A. L. Gunn in collaboration with 
O. E. Berger and R. E. O'Neill. Butterworth (Sydney, Australia, and London), 
160s. 1954. 25 cm. 1,476 pages. Table of cases. Index. 


The fourth edition of a standard work by acknowledged authorities in the field. 
It covers the ramifications of what is and is not taxable, providing clear and simple 
explanations and examples, and has a useful index. It includes references to all 
relevant income tax decisions of the Courts of England, Scotland, Canada and 
South Africa up to the close of 1953. Australian statute law is stated as at 1 May 1954, 
regulations made up to 1 April 1954 are given, and decisions of the Australian courts 
are cited up to 28 February 1954. The book will be kept up to date during its currency 
by the Butterworth Loose-Leaf Taxation Service. (336-24) 


GRAIN CROPS. Commonwealth Economic Committee: Intelligence Branch. 
H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1954. 244.0m. 154 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 

A summary of figures of production and trade relating to wheat, wheat flour, maize, 

barley, oats, rye and rice, with special reference to the part played by Commonwealth 

countries. The figures cover, as far as possible, the post-war years up to 1952 or 

19$2-53. (338-17) 
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THE COD FISHERIES. The History of an International Economy. 
Harold A. Innis. Revised edition. University of Toronto Press (Toronto, Canada), 
$8-50. 1954. 25 cm. $40 pages. 7 maps. Index. 

A reprint of a work long out of print, written by an internationally renowned scholar. 
The only change is the inclusion of notes added by the late Professor Innis since its 
first publication in 1940. Exploitation of the North Atlantic fisheries from the 
fifteenth to the twentieth century is linked to the economic and political development 
of Europe and North America. The struggle between Britain and France, the passing of 
the first British Empire, the rise of New England and Nova Scotia and the American 
revolution, the impact of technological changes and improved marketing techniques, 
and the painful transition from dependence on a maritime to a continental economy 
are traced with utmost detail. An outstanding contribution to economic history. 


(338-3) 


WORLD CONSUMPTION OF WOOL 1950-1953. A Supplement to 
Wool Intelligence. Commonwealth Economic Committee: Intelligence Branch. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 15s. 1954. 33 cm. 250 pages. Tables. Paper covers. 


The Supplement continues, in a much expanded form, the information published 
in World Consumption of Wool, 1949. It surveys in detail the developments in the 
world wool textile industry and in international trade in wool manufactures during 
1950-52, and includes also a summary of the main data for 1953; comparable figures 
for 1946-49 are included, together with a comparison with the pre-war period 
1934-38. The country sections cover all the main wool consuming countries of the 
world, special attention being given to developments in the Commonwealth. 

(338-37) 
Law 


THE CRIMINAL LAW. A Short Introduction. F. T. Giles. Penguin Books, 
2s.6d. 1954. 18cm. 272 pages. Index. Paper covers. (Pelican Books) 


This new book by the Chief Clerk at the Clerkenwell Magistrates Court in London 
is an attempt to present English criminal law in a simple, readable form. The first 
part gives a detailed account of a trial for murder written from the legal point of view. 
Part II outlines the general principles of the criminal law with a description of their 
characteristics and the powers courts have in dealing with persons found guilty. 
The final part gives an account of the more common criminal offences. This is a 
most useful outline for the general reader. (343) 


THE BRITISH JOURNAL OF ADMINISTRATIVE LAW. 
Incorporating the Administrative Law Reports. Editor: Derek H. Hene. Vol. 1, No. 1, 
May 1954. Shaw & Sons and Jordan & Sons. Quarterly, 9s.6d., 30s. per annum. 
25 cm. 

This new journal will deal with administrative law, which is described as ‘the complex 

system of rules, regulations and case law applied by a non-coherent conglomeration 

of Courts, Tribunal and other bodies . . .’. It will attempt to encourage the increase of 
legal certainty and uniformity in this field and to provide a forum for the 
opinions of the rapidly growing body of persons concerned with this branch of law 
at many levels. Articles will be included on other countries’ systems which will 
be treated comparatively with those of Britain. The Reports will contain decisions 
from a large number of Courts, some of which are not otherwise easily accessible. 

(344:05) 
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S.I1. EFFECTS. A Table recording the effect of Statutory Instruments on 
previous Statutory Rules and Orders and Statutory Instruments as at 31st 
December 1953. H.M. Stationery Office, 6s. 1954. 244 cm. 188 pages. Paper covers. 


The second issue of a publication which keeps up-to-date by annual tables the 
Statutory Rules and Orders and Statutory Instruments Revised since 1948, together with 
subsequent legislation. (346) 


THE ENGLISH CONFLICT OF LAWS. Clive M. Schmitthoff. 
3rd edition. Stevens & Sons, 45s. 1954. 22cm. 558 pages. Tables. Index. 


A new edition of a standard treatise for practitioners and students which explains 
the rules of the English Conflict of Laws in a concise and comprehensive manner. 
The three parts of the volume comprise an introduction, Part If on choice of law 
is in three parts, dealing with the law of contract and torts, property and the law of the 
person, respectively, while Part III is on jurisdiction. A number of changes are 
reflected in the new edition, such as the effects of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1950, 
and sections have been added on topics such as motor-car collisions abroad, torts 
committed by or on aircraft, adoption orders and the enforcement of foreign 
awards. (347) 


THE LAW LIST, 1954. Edited by Leslie C. E. Turner. Stevens & Sons, 
30s. 1954. 22}.cm. 2,520 pages. Index. 


In the new edition of this annual publication, the first part gives ‘details of all courts 
and official legal offices, Part II gives particulars of the Inns of Court and of Counsel, 
while Part III covers solicitors and the Law Society and comparable bodies. The last 
part gives information about Commonwealth and foreign countries. (3477058) 


GROUNDWORK OF NIGERIAN LAW. T. Olawale Elias. Routledge & 
Kegan Paul, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 404 pages. Tables. Index. 


The aim of this work is to present a systematic account of Nigerian law. While 
written primarily for the Nigerian lawyer, in its account of the application of the 
common law of England and the English judicial system to a new people concurrently 
with the preservation of their traditional laws and customs, it contains much of 
interest to comparative lawyers and sociologists. Part I deals with sources of Nigerian 
law, Part II is a history of the courts since 1861, Part III covers the main branches of 
the substantive law, while Part IV has chapters on the legal profession and the author’s 
views about the future of law in his country. Dr. Elias is a barrister-at-law. (349-66) 


Military Science 


STRATEGY FOR THE WEST. Marshal of the R.A.F. Sir John Slessor. 
Cassell, 9s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 178 pages. 


The author suggests that the world is safe from total war so long as nuclear and 
thermonuclear weapons are retained, although campaigns on the Korea scale are 
likely to occur. This premises a Pax Atomica, but nations today have less in which 
to place their faith than in the years of the Pax Romana and Pax Britannica. Not 
unexpectedly and with good reason, the Marshal emphasises the overriding influence 
of air power and the importance of the highest priority being given to the Anglo- 
American Air Striking Forces. The work is a challenge to the statesmanship of the 
West by one who is qualified to make it. (355°43) 
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Criminology 
SCOTLAND YARD. Sir Harold Scott. Deutsch, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
14 photographs. Illustrations in text. Index. 
The author, who was Commissioner of Police for the Metropolitan Police area from 
1945 to 1953, has written an interesting and informed account of the Criminal 
Investigation Department and the many aspects of its work. He also includes accounts 
of several famous cases, using them to illustrate the procedure at Scotland Yard. 
Sir Harold discusses aspects of the administration and the problems which faced 
him after the war, particularly in recruitment and in combating crime. —_ (364-12) 


Insurance 


ARNOULD ON THE LAW OF MARINE INSURANCE AND 
AVERAGE. 14th edition by Lord Chorley of Kendal. 2 vols. Stevens & Sons, 
168s. 1954. 25$m. 1,440 pages. Tables. Index. (Library of Shipping Law) 

The changes made in the new edition of this standard treatise have not been extensive 

since the 13th edition appeared in 1950. The editor has continued his systematic 

reconstruction and rewriting, dealing particularly with the chapter on construction 
of the policy. New case law has been included, but this is not extensive. The work 
deals with the general nature and formation of the contract of marine insurance; 
matters rendering the contract void or unavoidable; loss; and procedure and evidence. 
Appendices give the text of legislation and relevant rules. (368-22) 


Education 
POLITICS ON THE BLACKBOARD. An Autobiographical Essay. 
Kathleen Gibberd. Faber, 9s.6d. 1954. 194m. 158 pages. Index. 

The teaching of public affairs, or Civics, is becoming increasingly common in 
British schools. This book by a well-known writer on the subject gives an interesting 
account of her experience in all types of English girls’ schools after the First World 
War. It is not in any sense a textbook of Civics, but it contains a number of valuable 
suggestions for teachers. (375°32) 


THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW, 1451-1951. A Short History. 
J. D. Mackie. Jackson (Glasgow), 158. 1954. 22} cm. 354 pages. 4 plates. Index. 
A scholarly work, written to celebrate the fifth centenary of the University of 
Glasgow. The greater part is devoted to the earlier history of the University, and 
the events since the reorganisation in 1858 have been dealt with rather summarily. 
For this reason it will be of interest to the historian rather than to the general reader. 
(378-41) 
Commerce 
OXFORD ECONOMIC ATLAS OF THE WORLD. Prepared by the 
Economist Intelligence Unit and the Cartographic Department of the Clarendon 
Press. Oxford University Press, 30s. 1954. 264m. 120 pages of text and maps. 
1$2 pages of index. 
The main feature is the uniform series of distribution maps for some 120 commodities, 
production being shown on equal area world maps by graded dots in colour. Post-war 
figures are mostly the 1948-50 average. The scale is small, but the method gives a 
clear overall picture. Other maps summarise the main features of the physical 
environment. ‘Boxes’ added to ci maps contain supplementary statistics, and the 
text, aided by many diagrams, describes the general at of production, require- 
ments of crops, international trade, etc. In addition, the index gives production and 
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import and export figures for every country. The attempt in the concluding maps 
to give an integrated picture of the economy of the world as a whole is rather 
perfunctory. The volume forms a comprehensive reference work—and almost a 
textbook of economic geography as well. (3809) 


Transport 
A GLOSSARY OF SEA TERMS. Gershom Bradford. Edited by J. J. Quill. 
Cassell, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 206 pages. Numerous illustrations. 


This is a strictly practical book, but it should be emphasised that it is not in the full 
sense a dictionary. Within its own limits, it will be found highly useful, but as it 
does not include a dated bibliography, and as it refers to William Falconer, author 
of the incomparable Universal Marine Dictionary of 1769, without indicating his 
scope, the scholar will quickly apprehend its limitations. Its advantages are that it is 
fresh, concise, and illustrated with small drawings which help to make knotty points 
clear. It includes little slang, which is perhaps a good reason why current books on 
sea subjects should continue to provide their own simple glossaries. Sailors will 
find much to enjoy herein, and a few items to argue about. (387-03) 


PORTS OF THE WORLD, 1954. Edited by Sir Archibald Hurd. 
8th edition. Shipping World, 80s. 1954. 224m. 1,492 pages. Maps. Index 
This directory is in two parts: Ports of the United Kingdom, and those of Dominion, 
Colonial and foreign countries. The ports are arranged alphabetically under countries, 
and information is given under such headings as population, authority, accommoda- 
tion, charges, pilotage, officials, with special details affecting each particular port. 
A section giving general information prefaces most of the entries for the different 
countries. A new feature is an up-to-date set of distance tables, which will be expanded 
in future issues. (387-1058) 


THE WAY OF A SHIP. The Story of a Square-rigged Cape Horner. 
Alan Villiers. Hodder & Stoughton, 30s. 1954. 24 cm. 288 pages. 74 photographs 
by the author. 38 drawings (including diagrams and maps) by Harold A. 
Underhill. Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

The most concise description of this book is its own sub-title: ‘Some Account of the 

Ultimate Development of the Ocean-going Square-rigged Sailing Vessel, and 

the Manner of her Handling, her Voyage-making, her Personnel, her Economics, 

her Performance and her End’. Alan Villiers is one of the surviving few who can 
write of sail with long, intimate and varied knowledge. It is hard to believe that there 
will ever be a time when this well-documented book will not be referred to by 
students of seafaring. It is packed with what is now, alas, historical information, and 
the photographs of an age-old kind of ship-board life which has wholly disappeared 
within the present century are also valuable. 387°5) 


Customs 


MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE MODERN EGYPTIANS. 
E. W. Lane. New introduction by Moursi Saad el-Din. Dent, 7s. 1954. 184 cm. 
662 pages. 131 illustrations. Musical examples. Bibliography. Index. (Everyman's 
Library) 

First published in 1835, this book treats of Egyptians modern only in contradistinction 

to those of Pharaonic times, and is itself a classic. Lane had studied Arabic, and spoke 

it, and during his stays among the Egyptians he lived as one of them. He describes 
in great detail many aspects of a way of life which has largely disappeared with the 
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westernisation of the towns but survives to some extent in rural districts; and his 
book is rich in strange stories and in interesting accounts of his personal experiences. 
(390-962) 
Costume 
CORSETS AND CRINOLINES. Norah Waugh. Batsford, 42s. 1954. 
30} cm. 176 pages. 115 illustrations. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
Many books are written on clothes design and the history of costume, but it is often 
forgotten that the shape, line and silhouette of fashionable dress depends on 
the foundation garments worn underneath. The author, a member of the staff of the 
Central School of Arts and Crafts, London, with much experience in lecturing and 
practical costume work, has made a careful study, from existing specimens, of the 
evolution and structure of farthingales, stays, hooped petticoats, corsets, crinolines 
and bustles. Numerous quotations from contemporary literature, satirists, and fashion 
magazines, forming a veritable ‘corset anthology’, add to the interest of this well- 
planned book. Besides covering social history and costume design through the ages, 
Miss Waugh’s treatise is also a practical manual for the making of corsets. _ (391) 


THE GLASS OF FASHION. Cecil Beaton. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 21s. 
1954. 224 cm. 352 pages. 17 plates. Numerous drawings by the author. Endpaper 
drawing. Index. 

Cecil Beaton gives us, in these vivid character studies in words, drawings and photo- 

graphs, not so much a history of fashion in the twentieth century—though trends 

in dress, interior decoration, the use of cosmetics, jewellery and perfume, and the 
influence of the ballet, drama and the film on contemporary styles and manners are 
noted—as his personal reminiscences of the individuals of many nations (Diaghilev, 

Christian Dior, Chanel and a gala of actresses and society women with a flair for 

dress) who influenced, designed, created and wore the clothes which gave to each 

decade its particular quality. (391-09) 


LINGUISTICS 


ENGLISH AND GERMANIC STUDIES. Vol. V. 1952-53. Heffer 
(Cambridge), 10s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. 124 pages. Paper covers. 
The central concern of this specialist annual, published under the auspices of the 
University of Birmingham, is with English philology, and the eight erudite 
contributions to the present issue are by students of medieval linguistics. The longest 
article, ‘Old English EA and Related Words’ by K. R. Brooks, which discusses the 
etymological and morphological relationship of Old English words embodying 
the notion of ‘water’, occupies almost half the volume. The shortest, by the editor 
Alan S. C. Ross, is a half-page note on a grammatical peculiarity in Old Icelandic 
for which a parallel is to be found in present-day Tahitian. Germanic philologists in 
all countries will want to have this publication on their shelves. (405-8) 


PURE SCIENCE 
Mathematics 
A CONCISE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS. Dirk J. Struik. Bell, 
14s. 1954. 19 cm. 320 pages. 49 illustrations including fascimiles. Bibliography. 
Index. 
The author is to be congratulated on his handling of a difficult task—the tracing of 
the history of mathematics from the neolithic ages to the nineteenth century. He has 
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indicated the developments in Egyptian, Babylonian, Chinese, Indian, Greek, 
Arabian and Western mathematics, and has maintained a coherent story, mainly as a 
result of dealing with personalities rather than principles. Though the style suffers 
occasionally from over-generalisation, perhaps inevitably in a book of this kind, 
this history will be informative to the general reader interested in, and with a fair 
knowledge of, mathematics, and will probably be of interest to the mathematician. 
(510-9) 
Astronomy 
THE ABRIDGED NAUTICAL ALMANAC FOR THE YEAR 1955. 
The Admiralty. H.M. Stationery Office, cloth bound 13s.; paper covers 10s.6d. 
1954. 27}cm. 444 pages. Diagrams. 2 maps. Tables. 
This issue follows, with minor changes, the redesigned form introduced in 1952, 
and contains full and exact information on navigational matters. A detailed explana- 
tion at the end of the Almanac describes the purpose of the book and shows how to 
use the tables. These include the Calendar for 1955, Equation of Time, Moon’s 
Meridian Passage, Phases, etc., Planets’ Identification Data, the Daily Pages for each 
day of 1955, Star Charts, Pole Star Tables and Interpolation Tables. (528-2) 


Physics 
RELAXATION METHODS. D. N. de G. Allen. McGraw-Hill, 53s.6d. 
1954. 23cm. 268 pages. 132 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

The method of relaxation devised and developed since 1935 by Sir Richard Southwell 
and his disciples has proved of major computational importance in physics and 
engineering. Southwell’s own books are mainly concerned with the solution of 
problems and there is therefore room for a textbook on the method itself. Dr. Allen, 
one of Southwell’s team, has himself contributed much to the topic and it is fitting 
that he should now supply a straightforward account of the technique, fully illustrated 
by applications to concrete problems. He is not concerned with the basic mathematical 
theory of convergence, but with the practical value of relaxation methods in 
obtaining numerical results. The method is first shown in action on linear algebraic 
equations and framework problems, and is then applied to ordinary and partial 
differential equations. (530) 


RELATIVITY PHYSICS. W. H. McCrea. 4th edition, revised. Methuen, 
6s. 1954. 17cm. 96 pages. 8 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Notes. Index. 
(Methuen’s Monographs on Physical Subjects) 

This series is ‘intended to supply science students at university level with a compact 

statement of the modern position . . .” The present volume summarises the more 

frequent applications of the special theory of relativity to physical phenomena, and 
shows how the mathematical results are deduced from basic principles. The various 
chapters discuss respectively kinematics, mechanics, optics, electromagnetic theory, 
atomic physics, and in the last chapter, thermodynamics, statistical mechanics and 
hydromechanics. This edition has been only slightly revised by the introduction of 
supplementary notes here and there to clarify or illuminate points of detail in the 
previous edition. (530-1) 


REPORTS ON PROGRESS IN PHYSICS. Volume XVII (1954). Edited 
by A. C. Stickland. Physical Society, sos. 1954. 254m. 284 pages. Numerous 
illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 

This yearly series presents interpretive surveys of selected topics by experts. The 

current volume covers nuclear shell structure; diffraction theory; atmospheric 
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electricity; the solar corona; the origin of cosmic rays; atomic valence states; anti- 
ferromagnetism; horizontal movements in the ionosphere. Contributors are from 
Britain, the Netherlands, and the U.S.A. The articles maintain the high standard of 
previous volumes; the detailed information and documentation should be valuable 
to specialists, and the marshalling and discussion of the information summarising 
the topic to fairly advanced workers in other fields of physics. (530-58) 


ELECTROMAGNETIC THEORY. V. C. A. Ferraro. University of London: 
Athlone Press, 42s. 1954. 224 cm. $64 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


The author, who is Professor of Mathematics in Queen Mary College, University of 
London, presents the mathematical theory of electricity in a form suited to the 
requirements of the Honours degree student, particularly in its emphasis on rigorous 
deduction from precise statements of fundamental principles. It provides a 
comprehensive view of a wide field, and includes an adequate variety of worked 
and unworked exercises taken from degree examination papers. Although the 
author has followed traditional lines in dealing with electrostatics and magnetostatics, 
boundary value potential problems and electrodynamics in that order, there are 
many points at which his methods and exposition exhibit an improvement upon 
earlier treatises, and the book will be of great value to the undergraduate with 
a sound knowledge of calculus and some acquaintance with the elementary physical 
principles of electricity. (537°1) 


PHYSICAL PROPERTIES OF SOLID MATERIALS. C. Zwikker 
Pergamon Press, 608. 19$4. 25 cm. 308 pages. 355 illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


A concise summary of the subject matter indicated in the title is presented in this 
book, which is directed particularly to research chemists, technologists and engineers. 
The reader requires a sound knowledge of general physics and of the corresponding 
mathematics. The treatment is descriptive, concise, even terse. Diagrams, photographs 
and equations (which are not derived) are used freely to shorten and supplement 
the text. There are numerous selected references which should greatly enhance the 
value of this very useful book. The author is Director of the National Aeronautical 
Research Institute in Amsterdam, and was Professor of Applied Physics at the Institute 
of Technology, Delft, from 1929 to 1945. (539°2) 


Chemistry 


PAPER CHROMATOGRAPHY. Friedrich Cramer. Translated from the 
German by Leighton Richards. Macmillan, 25s. 1954. 234cm. 136 pages. 
4 colour plates. 68 figures in text. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


A translation of the second German edition of 1953. The book comprises a general 
section giving a condensed survey of the historical background and theory of partition 
chromatography, followed by a detailed description of experimental technique and 
a special section devoted to the separation of different compounds. The identification 
of chromatograms is facilitated by two transparent charts. The book is provided with a 
well set out bibliography and indexes, and the print is clear and readable. It should 
prove a useful laboratory reference book. Dr. Cramer is attached to the University 
of Heidelberg. (545°8) 
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THE STRUCTURES AND REACTIONS OF THE AROMATIC 
COMPOUNDS. G. M. Badger. Cambridge University Press, 63s. 1954. 22 cm. 
470 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 

Amongst the literature of organic chemistry this work is exceptional in being devoted 

to the fundamental features common to aromatic compounds and their theoretical 

significance. There is no detailed treatment of the preparation or properties of any 
compound or group of compounds. It ranges in scope from the classical benzene 
problem to the modern physical approach to structure determination. The advanced 
student will find it of great value in preparing him for an enlightened approach 
to the forbidding detail of more descriptive works. The book is very well produced, 
and well indexed. (547°2) 


Meteorology 

RESULTS OF THE MAGNETIC AND METEOROLOGICAL 
OBSERVATIONS made at the Abinger Magnetic Station, Surrey and the 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich respectively in the year 1945, under the direction 
of Sir Harold Spencer Jones, Astronomer Royal. H.M. Stationery Office, 35s. 
1954. 30$cm. 114 pages. Diagrams. Tables. Paper covers. 


The introduction to this volume contains notes on the magnetic and meteorological 
intruments used. Detailed magnetic data for Abinger Magnetic Station and 
meteorological data for the Royal Observatory, Greenwich, are contained in 
twenty-nine tables. The volume is essentially of interest to the geomagnetician and 
to the meteorologist. (551°5) 


Anthropology 

THE GIFT. Forms and Functions of Exchange in Archaic Societies. Marcel Mauss. 
Translated from the French by Ian Cunnison. Introduction by E. E. Evans- 
Pritchard. Cohen & West, 12s.6d. 1954. 224m. 114 pages. Notes. 


An English translation of this famous essay, originally published in 1925, should 
introduce it to a still wider audience. It was the first systematic and comparative study 
of the custom of elaborate and obligatory exchanges of gifts reported from many 
non-European peoples. Through it, Mauss showed the fundamental importance of 
the combined principles of reciprocity and rivalry in widening and maintaining social 
relations and, also, that effort in economic production in primitive societies, as in 
our own, depends so largely on moral values associated with social status and its 
obligations, and not merely on utilitarian considerations. The translation is good, 
but as the original text was difficult in places and further work has since been done 
in this field, its usefulness could have been considerably enhanced by a commentary. 

(572-7) 


Biology Natural History 

PROTEIN METABOLISM. R. B. Fisher. Methuen, 11s.6d. 1954. 17 cm. 
208 pages. 24 diagrams. 15 tables. Bibliography. Index. (Methuen’s Monographs 
on Biochemical Subjects) 

This little book is directed to biological, biochemical and medical students, but its 

high standard makes it suitable for research workers also. Dr. Fisher, Demonstrator 

in Biochemistry, University of Oxford, is a distinguished worker in this field. 

His grasp of his subject is apparent throughout in the manner in which he presents 

the subject matter, indicating very lucidly the limitations of present knowledge 
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and pointing out topics requiring further research. The book is written clearly, 
is quite well illustrated and can be highly recommended. (s74°19) 


NORTH WITH THE SPRING. A Naturalist’s Record of a 17,000-mile 
Journey with the North-American Spring. Edwin Way Teale. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
18s. 1954. 22cm. 376 pages. 36 photographs. Endpaper map. Index. 


Mr. Teale conceived the idea of greeting the spring during February in Florida 
and following its spread right up the castern half of the United States, ending in 
June high up in the mountains of New England. The journey, which threaded back 
and forth over 17,000 miles, is described with a happy wealth of natural history 
observation and personal adventure. The matter and style are attractive both to 
the serious naturalist and to the country lover, and give a brilliant impression of the 
incredible richness of scenery, fauna and flora which the eastern states of America 
can still provide. It is good to be regaled with the obverse of the pattern of 


exploitation. (574°973) 


A DISCUSSION ON THE MAINTENANCE OF CULTURES BY 
FREEZE DRYING. British Commonwealth of Nations Scientific Liaison 
Offices: B.C.S.O. (London). H.M. Stationery Office, $s. 1954. 244.cm. $0 pages. 
Photograph. Tables. Indexes. Paper covers. 


Maintaining cultures of micro-organisms (bacteria, moulds, viruses etc.) for the 
purpose of study and for the preparation of vaccines etc. is a vast and infinitely 
ramifying business demanding a high degree of technical efficiency. Since 1947 
a permanent committee with members drawn from the Commonwealth and Colonies 
has laboured to improve and expand collections, and the present report gives the 
text of four circulated papers and the discussions on them which took place at a 
meeting of the committee in 1953 under the chairmanship of Lord Stamp. The topics 
are the survival rates of cultures preserved by freezing, the range and importance 
of residual moisture and the effects of using different culture media. (576) 


MICROBIOLOGY: An Introduction. Ernest A. Gray. Croshy Lockwood, 
10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 188 pages. 25 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 


This very useful introduction to microbiology includes chapters on the host-parasite 
relationship in cells, the viruses, bacteria, yeast, moulds, fungi, the algae and protozoa. 
It also deals in a general, yet scholarly, way with the microbiology of soil and 
waters, inland and marine, gives helpful instruction on the culture and control of 
micro-organisms and, in a final chapter, includes very entertaining notes on Applied 
Microbiology. It is likely to prove one of the most useful general introductions to 
its subject yet published in this country. There is a good index and a useful 
bibliography. (576) 


Botany 


DRAWINGS OF BRITISH PLANTS. Being Illustrations of the Species 
of Flowering Plants growing naturally in the British Isles. Part VII. Leguminosae. 
Stella Ross-Craig. Bell, 12s. 1954. 25cm. 8 pages of text. 76 plates. Index. 
Paper covers. 

With the completion of this large and important family Miss Ross-Craig has by 

now progressed about a quarter of the way through the British flowering plants. 
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She has completed about 400 of the 1,500-1,800 plates projected. The clarity, design 
and reproduction maintain their admirably high standard, and the original plan of 
showing one main drawing of each species life-size, surrounded by details of flower 
parts, seeds etc. at various magnifications, has survived the predictable difficulties 
very successfully. As before, shading has been restricted to a minimum to avoid 
obscuring the fine detail of hairs, rootlets and so on. (583-3) 


AN INTRODUCTION TO INDUSTRIAL MYCOLOGY. 
George Smith. Foreword by Harold Raistrick. 4th edition. Edward Arnold, 30s. 
1954. 224 cm. 382 pages. 161 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

This book serves a useful purpose primarily for biochemists and mycologists, and 

secondarily for general students of botany. The author has explained clearly the 

basic structure, physiology and classification of the ‘moulds’ or simpler fungi, and 
the text should be understood by readers with no previous knowledge of fungi. 

A useful key has been provided to the more common genera of moulds, together 

with descriptions of individual species, many descriptions being accompanied by 

excellent photographs. Information is provided on culture technique, and the control 
of mould growth, and the industrial uses of many of the fungi have been indicated. 
(589-2) 

Zoology 

LADY WITH A SPEAR. Eugenie Clark. Heinemann, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
210 pages. 38 photographs. 17 line drawings. Endpaper maps. 

This book should not be confused with the many that are now appearing on under- 

water hunting. The author is an American zoologist who is primarily interested in 

fish, their distribution, adaptations and behaviour. Her book is a well-written account 
for the general reader of her enthusiasms and progress through training to research 
appointments in the Pacific and the Red Sea. The need for collecting material has 
led her through many by-ways and adventures in learning the technique of diving 
and spearing, in appreciating the skill and knowledge of native fish catchers and 
in getting to know many out-of-the-way places and people. (s97) 


THE HERON. Frank A. Lowe. Collins, 18s. 1954. 20}cm. 192 pages. 16 
photographs (1 in colour). 13 drawings and maps. Bibliography. Index. (New 
Naturalist) 

Mr. Lowe has most assiduously watched herons and searched the literature about 

them, with the result that he gives us in readable and unspecialised language a wide 

survey of the general biology of the heron in Britain. He also fills in the background 
of its world relationships and migrations from his wide reading. The heron was 
one of the earliest species to be censused by the co-operation of naturalists throughout 

England and we have an accurate account of its population trends from 1928 to date. 

Mr. Lowe gives a readable summary of this important information besides dealing 

generally with distribution, food, courtship, nesting and migration. (598-2) 


APPLIED SCIENCE 


THE APPLICATION OF RESULTS OF RESEARCH. British 
Commonwealth Scientific Conference. Compiled and edited by Vera Connell 
in collaboration with the British Commonwealth Scientific Offices (London). 
Butterworth, 21s. 1954. 224m. 222 pages. Index. 

The book provides a summary of the work of the various organisations set up in 

the United Kingdom and the Commonwealth countries to help and encourage 
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industry to apply the fruits of scientific research. A brief account of conventional 
methods such as publication in technical journals and by abstracting services is 
followed by a description of the work of special information services and government 
organisations. There is an interesting account of the work of the National Research 
Development Corporation which deserves to be more widely known, and organisa- 
tions devoted to the application of research in agriculture are not forgotten. The 
whole makes an impressive picture of what is being done to encourage concerns 
engaged in production to make use of new inventions and processes. Unfortunately 
very little information is given about the methods actually adopted and about the 
practical results of such work. (607-2) 


Medical Sciences Public Health 
LECTURES ON THE SCIENTIFIC BASIS OF MEDICINE. Vol. 2. 
1952-53. British Postgraduate Medical Federation. University of London: Athlone 
Press, 358. 1954. 22cm. 392 pages. 29 plates. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
The aim of these lectures is to keep young research workers, post-graduate students 
and teachers in medical schools informed regarding fields of research in which 
fundamental principles, recently discovered, are already being or are likely to be 
applied to clinical problems. The nineteen lectures by authorities published here, 
and excellently documented, represent a diversity of topics, as for example selective 
toxicity, virus adaptability, carcinogenesis, silicosis, principles of ganglionic block, 
biochemical genetics, chromatography in the study of amino-acid metabolism, 
preservation of living cells at low temperatures, life history of the malaria parasite 
and the physiological effects of gravity. (610-4) 


THE MEDICAL ANNUAL, 1954. A Year Book of Treatment and 
Practitioners’ Index. Edited by Sir Henry Tidy and R. Milnes Walker. 72nd year. 
Wright (Bristol), 32s.6d. 1954. 22 cm. $64 pages. Illustrations (some in colour). 
Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 

This useful Annual for all members of the medical profession consists of a review of 

the year’s work in 1953, with an Index of recent pharmaceutical and dietetic 

preparations, medical and surgical appliances, etc., and a classified list of English 
and American medical works and new editions published during 1953. There is 

a general index and an index of contributors and their contributions. The review 

is arranged alphabetically, and the articles include investigations and results from 

all over the world. An interesting introduction by the editors indicates the present 
situation with regard to health problems of particular importance at the moment, 

such as air pollution and smoking and the lungs. (610-58) 


SCHAFER’S ESSENTIALS OF HISTOLOGY, DESCRIPTIVE AND 
PRACTICAL, for the Use of Students. 16th edition edited by H. M. Carleton 
and R. H. D. Short. Longmans, 35s. 1954. 23 cm. 674 pages. 3 coloured plates. 
659 illustrations in text (some coloured). Bibliography. Index. 

A competent and pleasing edition of perhaps the most popular of all textbooks 

of histology. It was first written by Sir Edward Sharpey-Schafer in the early 1880s, 

and still retains, in the late Dr. R. H. D. Short, formerly Lecturer in Pathological 

Histology, its connection with University College, London. As Dr. Carleton held 

the Lectureship in Histology, University of Oxford, their joint editorship has proved 

most fortunate for this classic; the standard of scholarship has been maintained and 
the needs of the student have continued to be admirably fulfilled. Some special 
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features of this edition are an historical introduction, emphasis throughout on the 
relation between histology and physiology, and improved illustrations. (611-018) 


FLUID BALANCE IN SURGICAL PRACTICE. L. P. Le Quesne. 
Lloyd-Luke, 173.6d. 1954. 224cm. 138 pages. 41 illustrations. 12 tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Le Quesne’s monograph is largely based upon his own original work from 

the Surgical Unit, Middlesex Hospital. He first deals with the physiology of body 

fluids, before examining the effects of operation upon the normal mechanisms of 
water and electrolyte balance, and the administration of fluid and electrolytes in the 
uncomplicated case. Then follow exhaustive studies of clinical findings and bio- 
chemical changes in abnormal conditions of dehydration, potassium deficiency, 
renal failure, and among other problems, the dangers of excess water and salt. Some 
techniques are included, and case histories, with comments, are given. Throughout 
this carefully written and well produced monograph, a balance is maintained between 
theoretical and practical aspects of prevention, diagnosis and treatment. (612) 


POMP AND PESTILENCE. Infectious Disease, its Origins and Conquest. 

Robert Hare. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 1954. 204 cm. 224 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
The book opens with a description of the nature of infectious and contagious diseases 
which gives the reader a clear guide to many of the ills to which flesh is heir. Professor 
Hare then traces the history of parasitism from prehistoric times to the present day, 
and the development of public health from the great early civilisations. He shows 
the slow improvement in sanitary measures in London from medieval times to the 
reforms of Edwin Chadwick. The final chapter sums up the position in the mid- 
twentieth century—lives saved by modern science only to be lost by malnutrition. 
Useful notes and references will lead the student to a more detailed study of a 
fascinating subject. (614-4) 


BENTLEY’S TEXT-BOOK OF PHARMACEUTICS. Revised by 
Harold Davis with the collaboration of M. W. Partridge and C. L. Sargent. 
6th edition. Bailliére, 42s. 1954. 224m. 1,092 pages. 302 figures. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

‘Bentley’ has been physically improved and thoroughly revised in accordance with 

the British Pharmacopoeia, 1953, and the requirements of the new syllabus in 

pharmaceutics of the Pharmaceutical Chemist Qualifying Examination. This edition, 

also, easily maintains its high standard as a reliable textbook for students taking a 

university degree in pharmacy and as a comprehensive reference book for the 

practising pharmacist. The subject is developed from general principles to actual 
processes and plant, dispensing, relevant aspects of bacteria and moulds, surgical 
dressings, sutures and ligatures, and finally, an examination of the more important 
preparations in the current British Pharmacopoeia, and British Pharmaceutical Codex. 
Reference is made to similar products in the United States Pharmacopoeia. (615-4) 


BACTERIOLOGY FOR STUDENTS OF DENTAL SURGERY. 
R. B. Lucas and Ivor R. H. Kramer. Churchill, 22s.6d. 1954. 21 cm. 270 pages. 
62 illustrations (6 in colour). Index. 

The authors, who are responsible for the teaching of dental pathology in the 

University of London, seek to provide a textbook which will give a sound general 

survey of the subject without excessive detail. Dental students need, and will find 

here adapted to their requirements, the basic principles of bacteriology, immunity, 
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and chemotherapy, the main characteristics of groups of micro-organisms and 
descriptions of the infections of which these are the causative agents, with special 
reference to oral symptoms. Final chapters are devoted to dental caries and parts swe 
disease and the bacteriological examination of oral lesions. (616-01) 


VARICOSE VEINS. R. Rowden Foote. 2nd edition. Butterworth, $5s. 1954. 
25 cm. 298 pages. 10 colour plates. 200 illustrations in text. 6 tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Mr. Foote’s exhaustive survey opens with a most interesting chapter on historical 

landmarks in treatment. This is followed by a careful examination of anatomy, 

physiology, pathology; incidence and aetiology; investigation of the patient; 
varicose, thrombotic and ischaemic ulceration, and lymphoedema. Mr. Foote then 
discusses general therapeutic principles and proceeds to analyse methods of treatment, 
including sclerosant injections, on the value of which he now expresses modified 
views. In this edition, almost completely rewritten, he deals very fully with improved 
methods of vein stripping. The careful documentation is up to date and fine illustra- 
tions augment the detailed text; the result is an invaluable reference book for all 
working in this field from nurse to specialist. (616-1) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN DERMATOLOGY. W. Noel Goldsmith 
and Francis F. Hellier. 2nd edition. Churchill, 42s. 1954. 472 pages. 33 illustrations 
(11 in colour). Bibliography. Index. 

The Physician in charge of the Skin Department, University College, London, and 

the Dermatologist, Leeds General Infirmary, survey the more important advances 

made since the first edition in 1936, sketching in the historical background where this 
is essential to an appreciation of the present, and providing references to key papers. 

The volume reflects current interest in physiological and pathological factors in 

causation, and in nervous and psychological influences. The authors deal very 

fully with metabolism, the collagenoses, allergy, the endocrine glands and vitamins, 
and consider most carefully new treatments, including details of dosage; space is 
also given to recent work on obscure conditions. A volume full of interest for 

specialists and practitioners. (616-5) 


MAY AND WORTH’S MANUAL OF DISEASES OF THE EYE. 
11th edition by T. Keith Lyle and A. G. Cross. Bailliére, 35s. 1954. 20} cm. 
736 pages. 32 colour plates. 305 figures. Tables. Index. 


The editors design this practical manual for undergraduate students, with whom it 
is popular, and for those intending to specialise, nurses studying for the Diploma 
in Ophthalmic Nursing, and practitioners concerned with the commoner diseases 
of the eye. Fundamentals are concisely presented, the essentials of diagnosis and 
treatment are very adequately dealt with, and the material is admirably arranged 
to facilitate learning and reference. In this revision of the text, the editors (both 
ophthalmic surgeons in London hospitals) stress throughout, and introduce several 
important new chapters on, the relation between the eyes and general medicine. 
Tropical eye diseases are described, also visual requirements for the public services. 
(617-7) 
A SYNOPSIS OF OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. Aleck 
W. Bourne. 11th edition, revised. Wright (Bristol), 25s. 1954. $44 pages. 
170 illustrations. Index. 
The Synopsis Series is designed to help students working for qualifying examinations 
to assimilate the knowledge which they are in the process of acquiring from the 
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standard textbooks. This volume, which the Consulting Gynaecologist, St. Mary’s 
Hospital, London, a former examiner in obstetrics and gynaecology, has drastically 
revised, satisfactorily fulfils its purpose. Points are judiciously selected for emphasis 
and the material is admirably presented in note form, in clearly headed and numbered 


paragraphs and sub-paragraphs. (618) 


HAVING A BABY. J. F. Robinson. Livingstone, 6s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 
100 pages. 23 figures. Index. 


This simply written little book is intended for young married couples. It gives 
broad details of anatomy and physiology and methods of birth control, explains 
to expectant mothers what they experience in pregnancy and labour, and how to 
adapt themselves to their new functions. It should thus allay some of their anxieties 
and fears. It is admirable for the purpose, clear, well-illustrated, factual yet pleasant 
to read and handle. (618) 


TEXTBOOK OF OPERATIVE GYNAECOLOGY. Wilfred Shaw. 
Livingstone, 100s. 1954. 284. cm. 454 pages. 3 colour plates. 382 illustrations in 
text (some coloured). Bibliography. Index. 

Mr. Wilfred Shaw, late Surgeon in Charge, Gynaecological and Obstetrical 

Department, St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, completed this book just before 

his death. His aim was to produce for young gynaecologists and post-graduate 

students a British work whose text and illustrations would equal the standard of 
the best American, German and Austrian textbooks, and also to record his own 
surgical methods, those of a pre-eminent gynaecologist. The result is a work bearing 
the stamp of a great personality and of undoubted value to specialists in every country. 

The illustrations are outstanding by any standard; some were drawn from Austrian 

sources, and of these a few were specially prepared by Erich Lepier, but most of the 

illustrations are the work of the British artist, Leslie Caswell. (618) 


Engineering: Mechanical 
INDUSTRIAL BOILER-HOUSE EFFICIENCY. Charles F. Wade. 
Crosby Lockwood, 15s. 1954. 224m. 224 pages. 42 illustrations. Tables. Index. 
The author, a combustion engineer and lecturer on fuel economy, has for many 
years stressed the need for economy through efficient combustion, and has written 
several books on the subject. This book is intended for the works engineer—to help 
hirn to obtain the best performance from his plant. The various types of boiler 
and methods of firing are discussed, and emphasis is laid on the defects that may 
develop with use, their effect on efficiency and their remedy. The text is clear and 
practical, and a study of its recommendations should lead to improvements both 
in efficiency and economy. (621-18) 


HYDRAULIC SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT. R. Hadekel. Cambridge 
University Press, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 232 pages. 313 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. 
Index. 

Three quarters of this book are devoted to describing systems to achieve any desired 

controlled power and displacement effect. The descriptions and sketches of the 

circuits are copious and competent and are easily followed without mathematics. 

The rest is divided among practical problems: manufacture, sealing, pipe joints, 

choice of sizes, etc., and no pretence is made of treating these subjects fully, as each 

would require a volume in itself. The author is well known, particularly in aircraft 
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circles, as a recognised authority on hydraulic circuits and this, his latest work, will 
be of use to designers, draughtsmen and engineers engaged in the assembly and 
maintenance of hydraulic equipment. The production of the book is excellent, 


and it should be a useful addition to any technical library. (621-2) 


—— Electrical 

RAW MATERIALS FOR ELECTRIC CABLES. A. King and V. H. 
Wentworth. Benn, 42s. 1954. 224m. 384 pages. 128 illustrations. Tables. 
Bibliography. Index. 

This survey of the sources, properties and testing of insulating materials for cables is 

comprehensive and informative. The subject is extended, where appropriate, to 

discuss manufacturing processes on the one hand, and performance of the finished 

products on the other. Limitations are clearly indicated. The book thus provides 

for the student of cable technology, a useful background of information against which 

to make specialised studies which are not dealt with in this book. The work is well 

illustrated and the tables, diagrams and graphs are most informative. (621-319) 


MILLIMICROSECOND PULSE TECHNIQUES. I. A. D. Lewis and 
F. H. Wells. Pergamon Press, 40s. 1954. 224 cm. 324 pages. 2 plates. 106 diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. (Electronics and Waves) 


The millimicrosecond range is defined as that covering time intervals lying between 
10 and 10~ sec., and the present book deals with the theory and design of electronic 
devices for operation in this range. It is in eight parts: theoretical introduction, 
transmission lines, transformers, pulse generators, amplifiers, cathode ray oscilloscopes, 
applicatioas to nuclear physics and miscellaneous applications. The work is intended 
for physicists and electronic engineers, and should prove very useful since it presents 
material collected from many fields of electronic engineering and includes some 
information not published hitherto. The authors are engaged at the Atomic Energy 
Research Establishment at Harwell. (621-34) 


THE OSCILLOSCOPE AT WORK. A. Haas and R. W. Hallows. 
Iliffe for ‘Wireless World’, 15s. 1954. 224. cm. 172 pages. 102 diagrams and 217 
oscillograms. Index. 

L’Oscillographe au Travail by A. Haas has been adapted and enlarged by R. W. 

Hallows for English publication. It deals principally with the uses to which an 

oscillograph may be put and contains a wealth of oscillograms as illustrations. 

Mr. Hallows’s text is easily readable, and the result is an extremely useful textbook 

for the engineer and a handbook for the serviceman. (621-37) 


PRACTICAL WIRELESS CIRCUITS. F. J. Camm. 16th edition, revised 
and enlarged. Newnes, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 222 pages. 139 illustrations. Tables. 


The sixteenth edition of this popular book contains full descriptions of layout and 
assembly of sixty-seven circuits of wireless receivers and amplifiers, all of which 
have been assembled and tested. The author, who is editor of Practical Wireless, writes 
from first-hand knowledge of the type of circuit most popular with the beginner and 
the more advanced amateur. The text of this edition has been thoroughly revised 
and new material includes circuits for a dual wave crystal-diode receiver and a 3-speed 
auto-radiogram. All the constructional details are clearly explained and in cases where 
a particular component or assembly is specified, the name of the supplier is invariably 
given. (621-3843) 
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CRYSTAL RECTIFIERS AND TRANSISTORS. Compiled by 
E. Molloy. Consulting Editor: M. G. Say. Newnes, 21s. 1954. 21 cm. 176 pages. 
157 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Index. (Electrical Engineering Progress) 


A very good survey of the present position of silicon and germanium crystal rectifiers 
and transistors. It has been compiled from sources in Great Britain and the U.S.A. and 
gives the theory of these apparatuses, their construction, the commercial types, 
performance, their testing, circuit diagrams and applications. The book is useful 
chiefly to radio and telecommunication engineers and students as a practical intro- 
ductory study of a relatively new development. (621-3843) 


PRACTICAL TELEVISION CIRCUITS. With additional chapters on 
Test Apparatus and Auxiliary Equipment. F. J. Camm. Newnes, 15s. 1954. 
19cm. 288 pages. 156 illustrations. Tables. 

A collection of articles from Practical Television which describe for the amateur the 

construction of television receivers and test gear. Various types are included, from a 

simple receiver constructed from ex-Government equipment to a combined television 

and broadcast receiver. The valves of all components are given in tables at the end of 
each chapter, and the text is illustrated with chassis photographs, but no wiring 
diagrams are given and it will be necessary for the amateur to work from 
circuit diagrams. The book is well written and it should be possible for a reasonably 
accomplished amateur to make any of the equipment described. (621-3883) 


—— Mining 

MAGNETIC VARIOMETERS OF THE SCHMIDT TYPE: their full 
use and maintenance, illustrated by details of the Hilger & Watts variometers. 
J. McG. Bruckshaw. Hilger & Watts, 22s. 1954. 22} cm. 124 pages. 30 illustrations. 
Tables. References. 

Users of magnetic variometers will welcome this handbook written by a leading 

authority on geophysical prospecting. The calibration, operation and maintenance of 

both vertical and horizontal force instruments is described in detail with admirable 

clarity, aided by many excellent diagrams and photographs. The book will enable 

operators who are not trained geophysicists to use these sensitive instruments with 

confidence and to maintain them in the field. A general introduction to the magnetic 

method of prospecting is included and an appendix contains a table giving values of 


10° ‘ , es . 
zB which will be found most useful in calculating the auxiliary field. (622-1) 


—— Military 
V2. Walter Dornberger. Translated from the German by James Cleugh and 
Geoffrey Halliday. Hurst & Blackett, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 264 pages. 26 illustrations 
(including 1 in colour). Endpaper map. Diagram. Index. 
Rocket research in Germany, between the wars, was under the control of the Army 
Weapons Department, which Major-General Dornberger joined in 1930. From that 
date until 1945 he was in charge of all the research and development work on liquid- 
propellant rockets, which culminated in the V2, undoubtedly one of the most 
significant inventions of our time. The technically minded will find the author’s 
account of the early development of the rocket of absorbing interest, and for those 
who are less interested in this aspect of the story there is a vivid description of the 
German war effort, Hitler’s original lack of interest in rocket weapons, intrigue and 
self-seeking in high places, and the struggle between the Army and the sinister 
representatives of the dreaded Himmler. (623-451) 
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Agriculture 


FIFTY YEARS OF FARMING. James Keith. Faber, 12s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 
144 pages. 12 illustrations. Endpaper maps. Table. Index. 


A posthumous record of the farming experiences of Major James Keith, who died 
in 1953 and who is described in a foreword by Sir William Ogg as ‘one of the great 
farmers of our time’. From small beginnings after the First World War he built up 
a vast concern of more than 17,000 acres in Aberdeenshire and Norfolk, became 
well known in agricultural, educational and administrative circles, and travelled 
many thousands of miles in the Dominions, the U.S.A. and the Continent studying 
agriculture. His book should be read by everyone connected with practical farming, 
especially those of the younger generation, for it can be aptly described as a handbook 
of good husbandry. (630-942) 


IRRIGATION. With Notes on Crops to which it is Applicable. Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1954. 244 cm. 
50 pages. 15 illustrations. 5 figures. 4 maps. 5 tables. Paper covers. (Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries Bulletin, No. 138) 


There have been notable advances in recent years in both the understanding of the 
basic principles of irrigation and in the development of equipment and field practice. 
This bulletin is an up-to-date guide to the theory and practice of the subject, containing 
sections on water supplies; pumping plant and systems; soils and crops for irrigation; 
spray irrigation; surface irrigation and sub-irrigation; and irrigation in glasshouses. 
(631-7) 


THE BROWN ROT DISEASES OF FRUIT TREES. H. Wormald 
for the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. H.M. Stationery Office, 5s. 1954. 
244 cm. 120 pages. 20 plates. Illustrations in text. Bibliography. Paper covers. 
(Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries Technical Bulletin, No. 3) 


The Brown Rot diseases of fruit and fruit trees are world-wide in their occurrence 
and a vast amount of research has been carried out on them in many countries. 
Dr. Wormald, a distinguished plant pathologist, has here brought together all that 
is known about these diseases and the fungi that cause them. His work includes data 
on the history and geographical distribution, biological classification and morphology 
and cytology of the fungi; conditions conducive to infection; culture, physiology and 
biochemistry of the fungi; laboratory toxicity tests; fungicides; and host plants. 
Though written primarily for the plant pathologist and technical specialist this 
bulletin contains much of direct interest for practical growers. (632-4) 


Gardening 


ANNUAL FLOWERS. Angus C. Barber. Faber, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 278 pages. 
56 photographs (1 in colour). Index. 


This useful book includes sections on the general cultivation of hardy and half-hardy 
annuals (and plants which can be grown as such) and the prevention and cure of the 
pests and diseases to which they are subject; lists of plants classified by colour, height 
and suitability for various purposes (sunny or shady positions, window boxes, etc.) and 
encyclopedia of over 1,400 plants giving the generic, common and family 
name of each (with derivations), its history, country of origin, appearance, flowering 
period, height and habit, a list of the best varieties and brief cultural notes. (635-931) 
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Livestock 
PREVENTION OF DISEASE AMONG FARM LIVESTOCK. 
Papers read at the Meeting of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Section M (Agriculture), at Liverpool on September 7th, 1953. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 1s.3d. 1954. 244 cm. 32 pages. Paper covers. 
At the last 1953 Liverpool meeting, the British Association for the Advancement 
of Science took stock of the present position in Britain with regard to the elimination 
and control of disease in herds and flocks in order to estimate the success of present 
methods. Professor E. G. White discusses Preventive Veterinary Medicine among 
Farm Livestock; Dr. J. N. Ritchie deals with The Part Played by the State in Con- 
trolling Animal Diseases; Dr. E. L. Taylor considers The Influence of Parasitic 
Disease on our Animal Production; and the final paper, by Mr. J. O. L. King, deals 
with Husbandry and its Influence on the Incidence of Disease in Animals. (636-0894) 


MODERN RABBIT-KEEPING. W. King Wilson for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. sth edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. 1954. 244 cm. 
40 pages. 21 illustrations. Tables. Paper covers. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Bulletin, No. 50) 

This edition has been extensively revised and presents a full account of the principles 

to be followed for successful rabbit-keeping. The information includes notes on 

breeds, housing and equipment, feeding, breeding, health and hygiene, and market 

requirements. (636-9) 


Cookery 
THE ABC OF COOKERY. sth edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.6d. 1954. 
244 cm. 72 pages. Numerous drawings in text. Paper covers. (ABC Series) 

This is not a recipe book but a very useful handbook of instruction, explaining cooking 
terms and methods and how to do things (to boil, bake, fry, make pastry, etc.). There 
is helpful advice on the choice and care of cooking utensils and the preparation of 
food for cooking; diagrams show which cuts of meat to buy for roasting, stewing, 
etc. and tables show how long a dish should take to cook. The final chapter deals 
with food values and menu planning. (641°5) 


THE FOUR SEASONS COOKERY BOOK. Some Favourite Recipes. 
Robin Adair. Macdonald, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 204 pages. 50 illustrations. Indexes. 


By grouping his recipes according to the time of year Robin Adair, one time partner 
of the late Marcel Boulestin, is enabled not only to indicate the dishes most appro- 
priate to each but to remind his readers of the particular food stuffs—fish, meat, 
vegetables and fruit—in season or at their best at any given time. Each section includes 
a selection of delicious soups, sauces, main dishes and sweets, and has its own index. 
A well produced book—the photographs are excellent—full of good ideas and a 
pleasure to read. (641-5) 


Business Management: Welfare 

SYMPOSIUM ON HUMAN FACTORS IN EQUIPMENT DESIGN. 
Edited by W. F. Floyd and A. T. Welford. H. K. Lewis, 21s. 1954. 24 cm. 
140 pages. 14 illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. (Ergonomics Research 
Society Proceedings, Vol. II) 

The symposium, to which Scandinavian specialists made a valuable contribution, was 

held in Birmingham in 1951 and related especially to equipment design in industry. 
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The papers assembled here represent original research in the anatomical, physiological 
and psychological aspects of problems, some of which, as Dr. Edholm remarks of 
present knowledge of the physiological aspects of climate, ‘have scarcely emerged 
from the stage of folklore’. But this well documented volume has much to offer 
research ‘eodinn interested in the anatomy of work, practical anthropometry, and 
problems of sitting and posture, the effects of temperature, heat loss, displays 
and controls, and muscular force and work. (658-382) 


—— Factory Production 


PRINCIPLES OF MASS AND FLOW PRODUCTION. Frank G. 
Woollard. Iliffe for ‘Mechanical Handling’, 25s. 1954. 25cm. 196 pages. 
102 illustrations. Index. 


The author, who has had some thirty years of practical experience and who pioneered 
these techniques at the Morris motor works, lays down a series of eighteen basic 
principles that relate to the setting up of a flow production plant. The principles and 
methods described are suitable for the manufacture of almost every article and the 
author stresses that they can be applied with the same benefits to small quantities in 
small firms. The book is illustrated with numerous photographs and } om of 
significant examples from Britain, the U.S.A. and Europe. It is intended for pro- 
duction executives and students of engineering economics, who should find it of 
great interest and help. (658-5) 


Chemical Technology: Brewing 


THE BIOCHEMISTRY OF BREWING. L. A. Preece. Oliver & Boyd, 
258. 1954. 23 cm. 402 pages. Numerous illustrations. Tables. Bibliography. Indexes. 


The broad outlook of this work is indicated by the fact that it includes on the brewing 
side major sections on barley, malting, fermentation and the chemical assessment 
of beer character, while on the scientific side it embraces many purely chemical and 
microbiological as well as biochemical aspects. The emphasis lies heavily on 
carbohydrate interests and consequently certain important topics such as the role of 
nitrogenous compounds and of hops have received proportionately only slight 
notice. The latter are, however, specialised matters, and the book will appeal widely 
to many in industries related to brewing such as cereal production. It is essentially 
a reflection of modern research in the field, ably written by an expert. (663-4) 


Manufactures: Steel 

THE GRINDING OF STEEL. A Comprehensive Treatment of Modern 
Methods and Machines suitable for use in Engineering Workshops. Eric N. 
Simons. Odhams Press, 25s. 1954. 23 cm. 224 pages. Numerous illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 


Covering all except the coarser processes such as sand-blasting and hydro-blasting, 
the author has directed this book mainly at the operator, but students and laymen will 
find technical terms explained for their benefit. The book’s four sections deal with: 
the basic processes including abrasives, grinding wheel operation, centreless grinding 
and thread grinding; the actual operations such as grinding rolls, cams, tools, steel 
castings and gear teeth; the finishing processes including honing, lapping, polishing 
and the truing and dressing of abrasive wheels; and representative machines. The 
field is wide and some readers may feel that certain sections have not received 
sufficient attention. Mr. Simons is well known in the steel industry and he acknow- 
ledges the help of experts in the various aspects of this subject. (672-35) 
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—— Footwear 


FOOTWEAR RETAILER’S MANUAL. Edited by F. K. Longworth. 
National Trade Press, 25s. 1954. 22 cm. 298 pages including 39 pages of advertise- 
ments. 76 illustrations. Index. 

This welcome book is the first on shoe retailing as a whole to be published in Britain 

for many years and is suitable for the independent retailer, the manager or the 

ambitious assistant. It covers shop layout and display, advertising, shoe salesmanship, 
foot anatomy and shoe fitting, stock selection and control, and business organisation. 

To inform the assistant about his wares there is a substantial and up-to-date section 

on styles of footwear, methods of construction and manufacture, materials, quality 

criteria, etc. The contributors are competent, and the book is well produced and 

appropriately illustrated. (685-3) 


ARTS AND RECREATION 


AESTHETICS AND LANGUAGE. Edited with an introduction by 
William Elton. Blackwell (Oxford), 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 192 pages. 


The success of the symposium Logic and Language proved that there is a public for 
keen, if highly technical, analyses of traditional philosophical problems. In this 
volume, a group of British and American thinkers discuss the linguistic ambiguities 
to be found in much writing on aesthetic questions. The contributors do not always 
agree on minor details; they are unanimous in condemning the pretentious 
obscurantism of many so-called ‘philosophies of art’. Those who wish to sample 
analytical philosophy at its best are recommended to study this book, with its brilliant 
contributions by (among others) Ryle, Stuart Hampshire, Passmore, and Ziff. (701) 


ANTIQUES A TO Z. A Handbook for Collectors and Dealers. Edward Wenham. 
With sections on Weapons and Armour by ‘Segalas’. Bell, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
160 pages. Numerous illustrations in text. Bibliography. 


Written by a former editor of the Connoisseur, this little handbook is a useful reference 
work for finding rapid answers to the questions “What:’, “Where?’, “When:’, 
“Why?” in the field of antiques. The material is classified alphabetically under 
appropriate headings, with a short bibliography at the end of each section. The 
illustrations are clear and unfussy, like the writing, and should appeal to collectors 
who do not wish to acquire more expensive or specialised volumes. (703) 


BUSH NEGRO ART. An African Art in the Americas. Philip J. C. Dark. 
Alec Tiranti, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 72 pages. 52 photographs. Diagrams. Map. 
Notes to plates. Bibliography. (Chapters in Art) 


A study of an interesting survival of African native art in the South American 
continent. The bush negroes of Mr. Dark’s little monograph are the descendants 
of slaves imported into Dutch Guinea from Africa during the seventeenth century, 
many of whom fled into the jungles of the hinterland, establishing the three principal 
tribes which survive to this day along the rivers of Surinam. Their artistic skill is 
mainly expressed in wooden objects—combs, stools, trays, canoe paddles—and in 
basketry. In an excellently written introduction the author gives an account of the 
historical background and cultural setting of the Surinamese negroes before assessing 
their art. He has much to say which will interest the anthropologist and stresses the 
dangers of considering primitive arts exclusively in terms of western European 
aesthetics. (709-01) 
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Architecture 
FORM AND REFORM IN ARCHITECTURE. Bertram Hume. 
Halcyon Press (Barnet, Herts.), 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 198 pages. Drawings by the author. 
The impact on design of the power-driven machine is the starting point for this 
review by an architect of the ideas which have influenced his profession during the 
“at century. The ground has often been covered before, but generally by writers 
ent on proving the virtue of some particular school of thought. Bertram Hume 
maintains a creditable semblance of impartiality and, if his conclusions are neither 
startling nor particularly original, they are acceptably presented and worth the 
consideration of the intelligent general reader. (724°9) 


CHARTERHOUSE. The Medieval Foundation in the Light of Recent 
Discoveries. David Knowles and W. F. Grimes. Longmans, 25s. 1954. 254 cm. 
110 pages. 27 illustrations. 8 plans. Endpaper drawing. Index. 

The London Charterhouse, a Carthusian monastery, founded in 1371, and later 

a hospital and the original quarters of the famous boys’ school, was destroyed by 

fire in 1940. The Governors invited two distinguished medievalists to tell, after an 

historical outline, how the architects engaged on its restoration discovered the 

Charterhouse’s true original plan, which had been obscured by rebuildings and 

misconstrued by tradition. The excavations which followed, and the documentary 

evidence, are combined to make a description of the Church and buildings as they 

really were at the time of the dissolution of the monasteries under Henry VIII. 

This book is both scholarly and readable, with well-chosen photographs and 

plans. (726-7) 


NEW HOMES FROM OLD BUILDINGS. H. Dalton Clifford and 
R. E. Enthoven. Country Life, 18s. 1954. 24 cm. 120 pages. Numerous illustrations 
and plans. Index. 

The work of two architects of wide experience, this book is a practical guide both 

for the man concerned with converting existing properties into up-to-date accommo- 

dation and for the prospective purchaser, restorer or moderniser of old buildings. 

It is especially valuable in pointing out the difficulties which beset those who rashly 

proceed on such enterprises without professional advice. All aspects of the problem 

are treated concisely and clearly, and twenty-one recent conversions are illustrated. 

These show how various are the buildings capable of adaptation to comfortable 

modern conditions. (728) 


Sculpture 

ENGLISH SCULPTURES OF THE TWELFTH CENTURY. F. Saxl. 
Edited by Hanns Swarzenski. Faber, 0s. 1954. 26 cm. 184 pages. 174 illustrations. 
Notes. Index. 

Planned by the late Professor Saxl, Director of the Warburg Institute, London 

(1929-48), this book is intended to awaken interest in English Romanesque sculpture 

by selecting key examples and presenting them in a series of specially taken photo- 

graphs accompanied by a commentary. The text opens with a 7-page introduction 

on twelfth century English seals and their value in providing evidence for the dating 

of carvings. The application of sigillographical expertise to the study of sculpture 

alone makes this book valuable, but its main value lies in the penetrating analysis of 
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f . 
the style, imagery and technical characteristics of English romanesque sculpthre: 
Professor Sax] investigates the special problems of sculpture with'clarity and precision, 
availing himself of the evidence afforded by manuscripts, ivories and metalwork; 
as well as seals. The editor, Dr. Hanns Swarzenski, writes“on th® carvings ‘at 
Malmesbury, Durham, Worcester and elsewhere which Professor’ 'Saxl had net 
discussed. (730-942) 


MICHAEL RYSBRACK: SCULPTOR. M. L Webb. Country Life, 
428. 1954. 25$.cm. 242 pages. 95 illustrations. Index. 
Michael Rysbrack was born at Antwerp in 1694 and settled in England in 1720 
where he lived until his death in 1770. His aesthetic and historical significance has 
lately been somewhat obscured by the admiration bestowed upon his contemporary 
Roubiliac. Mrs. Geoffrey Webb has gone far to redress the balance in Rysbrack’s 
favour. She gives a full account of his life and work, with numerous excellent 
illustrations of the portrait busts, tombs and decorative sculpture (reliefs, chimney- 
pieces, etc.) which established his fame. Mrs. Webb’s conclusion that Rysbrack is 
‘possibly the finest portraitist working in England between the death of Kneller in 
1723 and the establishment of Sir Joshua Reynolds in London in the seventeen fifties’ 
is not exaggerated; her book is a valuable contribution to the study of sculpture 
in England, a subject much neglected by art historians. (730-942) 


Drawing 

THE DRAWINGS OF G. B. CASTIGLIONE AND STEFANO 
DELLA BELLA IN THE COLLECTION OF H.M. THE QUEEN 
AT WINDSOR CASTLE. Anthony Blunt. Phaidon Press, s0s. 1954. 
30cm. 136 pages. 123 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 


Giovanni Battista Castiglione (born at Genoa about 1600) and the Florentine Stefano 
della Bella (1610-64) both stand ‘at the crossing of the currents of northern (Flemish) 
and Italian art’. Professor Blunt, Surveyor of the Queen’s Pictures, lays the main 
emphasis on Castiglione, whose drawings at Windsor Castle form the most important 
body of evidence available about his work. In the long introduction an attempt is 
made both to establish a chronology of his development and to place him in the 
general picture of Italian art. The Catalogue of the 264 drawings at Windsor is 
followed by fifty reproductions including several of engravings in monotype, a 
technique apparently invented by Castiglione. The section on Stefano della Bella 
is considerably shorter, but gives a representative selection of works by this delicate 
draughtsman whose fantastic costume designs bring to life the court pageantry of 
seventeenth century Italy. (741-945) 


THE DRAWINGS OF REMBRANDT. Vols. I and I. Otto Benesch. 
Phaidon Press, 210s. each. 1954. 33. cm. $0: 134 pages. 204: 391 illustrations. 
Concordances. Bibliography. Indexes to collections and subject-matter. 

These two volumes are the first instalment of a mammoth project for an illustrated 

catalogue of all the authentic drawings by Rembrandt. The complete edition will 

consist of six volumes divided into four main parts: (1) work of the Leiden years 

(1625-31), (2) the Early Amsterdam Period (1632-1640), (3) the Middle Period 

(1640-50), and (4) the Late Period (1650-69). Parts (1) and (2), which now appear, 

contain a critical and chronological Catalogue of all Rembrandt’s drawings up to 

1640. They have been prepared by Dr. Otto Benesch, Director of the Albertina 
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Museum, Vienna, and a recognised Rembrandt authority. The drawings are classified 
by subject matter and chronologically arranged by date of execution. All drawings 
so catalogued are reproduced in the plates, as many as possible in their actual size. 
The total number of drawings in these first two volumes reaches the impressive 
figure of five hundred and ninety-five—sufficient indication in itself of the scope of 
this vast project. (741-9492) 


Painting 
NOTES ON THE TECHNIQUE OF PAINTING. Hilaire Hiler. 
Preface by Sir William Rothenstein. 2nd edition, revised. Faber, 25s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 356 pages. Facsimile. 6 diagrams. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 
A classic work first published in 1934. Beginning with an historical survey up to 
the time of the Renaissance, the whole subject is systematically treated in chapters 
which deal with Support (wood, canvas, paper, etc.) and Grounds; Colours and 
Pigments; Vehicles and Media (oil, varnish, watercolour); Studio Equipment 
and Organisation; and the Conservation of Paintings. A new appendix giving a table 
of pigments with details of their ingredients, permanence, drying qualities, etc. is a 
notable feature of this new edition, as is the very full annotated bibliography. Sir 
William Rothenstein comments in his preface on the subordination of technical 
ability to aesthetic experiment in much modern painting. In Mr. Hiler’s book budding 
artists may learn the importance of studying their materials. (751) 


EGYPTIAN PAINTINGS. Illustrated and described by Nina M. Davies. 
Penguin Books, ss. 1954. 184 cm. 30 pages. 17 illustrations in colour. 3 drawings 
in text. Notes. Bibliography. Boards. (King Penguin Books) 

This little collection of Egyptian mural paintings consists of details taken from 

the series of larger pictures reproduced in Ancient Egyptian Painting, published by the 

Oriental Institute of Chicago University. The plates have been chosen for their 

visual and aesthetic qualities as well as to illustrate a varied and delightful range 

of subject-matter. A short introduction explains some of the artistic conventions of 

Egyptian art, and the paintings themselves, which cover agricultural occupations, 

hunting, banqueting scenes, portraits and natural history, are sympathetically 

described in the notes. (759°01) 


TUDOR ARTISTS. Ema Auerbach. University of London: Athlone Press, 70s. 
1954. 25cm. 238 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 52 plates. List of plates. 
Bibliography. Index. 

A pioneer work on English painting in the sixteenth century. The material has been 

gathered mainly from the series of Plea Rolls of the Court of King’s Bench, now 

in the Public Record Office, supplemented by other contemporary portraits in 
miniatures, seals, heraldic illustrations and various types of legal documents. The 
author’s aim throughout has been to throw light on the work of native painters 
and craftsmen as distinct from that of foreign artists who settled in England. 

Dr. Auerbach’s researches also supply much information about royal patronage. 

Her annotated lists of the royal ‘serjeant painters’ and other painters testify alike to 

her industry and to the problems of research in this specialised field. Although this 

is a work for specialists, its fine plates will form a useful reference source for Tudor 
iconography. (759°2) 
$06 





n 


eo Oo ¥F¥ Ss 


— I Se Sw sf 





Photography 
MOVIE MAKING FOR EVERYONE. R. H. Alder. 2nd edition, revised. 


Fountain Press, 9s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 144 pages. Numerous illustrations and diagrams. 
11 tables. Glossary. Index. 


This survey of the main technical problems facing the amateur film-maker is written 
authoritatively for the serious practitioner. Although it takes the form of a general 
introduction to handling the equipment of sub-standard cinematography (the camera, 
the principles of exposure and lighting, scripting and preparation, editing, projection, 
etc.), it is not intended for the novice; its appeal is for those prepared to face the 
technical intricacies which open the door to this absorbing art. (778-5) 


Music 


BENJAMIN BRITTEN. A Sketch of his Life and Works. Eric Walter White. 
2nd edition, revised and enlarged. Boosey & Hawkes, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 220 pages. 
70 musical examples. Chronological list of works. Index. 


This very readable, unemotional study devotes just over eighty pages to Britten’s 
‘Life and Environment’ and the remainder to his eight operas. The author discusses 
his musical development in the light of the relation of dramatic technique to harmonic 
idiom. Although he emphasises the consistency of Britten’s development, no 
comparative estimate of the music is attempted. But the criticism is sound and shrewd: 
it should enhance the enjoyment of these very successful works. The important list 
of opera productions, brought up to date, shows how world-wide has been the 
success of those composed before the end of 1950. (780-92) 


MANUEL DE FALLA. His Life and Works. Jaime Pahissa. Translated from 
the Spanish by Jean Wagstaff. Museum Press, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 190 pages. 
Frontispiece. Musical examples. List of works. Index. 


Falla is a composer whose importance is out of all proportion to his small output, 
and as the only other book on him in English appeared twenty-five years ago, this 
volume is most welcome. It is especially so because the author was his close friend 
for over thirty years, and, being a Spanish composer, understands Falla’s genius 
perfectly. Sefior Pahissa writes in a lively, evocative style and gives a lot of new 
information about Falla’s life in Spain, Paris and South America. His account of 
Falla’s methods of compostion is valuable, particularly his description of his hard-won 
skill in orchestration and the drastic revision of his works. The translation reads 
very well. (780-92) 


THE MUSIC OF RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS. Frank Howes. 
Oxford University Press, 25s. 1954. 22cm. 382 pages. Portrait frontispiece 
Musical examples. Index. 


Although cast in the form of extensive programme notes, this notable book fully 
justifies its author’s claim of being a ‘study in applied aesthetics’. More than half 
of it is given to the choral works, the symphonies and the dramatic pieces of this 
‘grand old man’ of English music, still active in his 82nd year. The author draws 
on personal knowledge to demonstrate the range of Vaugham Williams’s — 
and the vigour of his intellect. Mr. Howes finds himself in complete sympathy with 
the strongly modal idiom of this music; and is never at a loss for illuminating parallels 
drawn either from English folk tunes, or from the style of contemporary European 
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composers. Copious musical examples make the commentaries easy to grasp 
throughout all the ten distinct groups of compositions. There is a wealth of valuable 
reminiscence of the occasions on which the most important were written and first 
performed. (780-92) 


MUSIC AT COURT. Four Eighteenth Century Studies. Alan Yorke-Long. 
Preface by Patrick Trevor-Roper. Introduction by Professor Edward Dent. 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 176 pages. 14 illustrations. Geneological 
table. Index. 

The four courts described here are those of Parma, Wiirttemberg, Saxony and 

Prussia. In a lively and agreeable style, spiced with amusing anecdote, the author 

re-creates the world of fantastic extravagance and ostentation created by eccentric 

princes with whom opera and ballet were a life-long passion. A vivid historical sense 

and clever handling of sources make it all the more regrettable that the author did 

not live to complete the large book from the material from which these essays were 

selected. They break new ground in English musical literature. The plates, showing 

portraits and opera houses, are well chosen. (780-943) 


NORTHERN INDIAN MUSIC. Vol. IL. Theory and Technique. 
Alain Daniélou. Christopher Johnson: Halcyon Press (Barnet, Herts.), 25s. 1949. 
25cm. 164 pages. Musical examples. Bibliography. 


NORTHERN INDIAN MUSIC. Vol. Il. The Main Ragas. Alain Daniélou. 
Halcyon Press (Barnet, Herts.), 30s. under the auspices of Unesco. 1954. 25} cm. 
248 pages. Musical examples. Discography. 

Vol. 1 of this work, published in 1949 by Christopher Johnson and now taken over 

by the publishers of the second volume, was generally acclaimed as a most important 

contribution to this complex subject. It dealt with the theoretical concepts of Indian 
music, giving special attention to rhythm, notation and melodic development, in 
all of which it differs so radically from Western theory and practice. It also defined 

the intricate system of the fundamental ragis or scales. Vol. 2 is devoted to a 

transcription of forty typical ragis, with an exposition of their structural, emotional 

and ethical significance, and shows exactly how each is susceptible of development. 

The whole work is a most distinguished piece of scholarship, blended from expert 

knowledge of linguistics, acoustics and philosophy. The printing of the Sanskrit 

texts, of commentaries, of diagrams for scale analyses, and of the actual music is 

extremely well done. (780-954) 


KOBBE’S COMPLETE OPERA BOOK. Edited and revised by the Earl 
of Harewood. Putnam, 45s. 1954. 21}cm. 1,276 pages. 39 photographs. 
Musical examples. Index. 


The first British edition of this standard work appeared in 1922, since when it has 
been reprinted ten times, and grown by over 300 pages. Such is the growth of the 
operatic repertoire in thirty-two years. The present editor has added analyses of 
many operas, particularly from the seventeenth, eighteenth and twentieth centuries, 
and brought others up to date in many details. He has been as successful as was 
Kobbé himself in avoiding the bathos into which this kind of writing so easily falls. 
The value of the book is enhanced by superb photographs, and by most useful 
summaries, for every opera, of the casts for all productions at the leading houses 
of Europe and America. (782-1) 
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JOURNAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL FOLK MUSIC COUNCIL. 
Vol. VI. 1954. Heffer (Cambridge) for the International Folk Music Council, 12s.6d. 
1954. 24cm. 100 pages. 3 illustrations. Musical examples. Paper covers. 

More than half this issue is devoted to the proceedings of the sixth conference held 

at Biarritz and Pamplona in July 1953. Most of the contributions are in English, 

with a few in French. The enthusiasm of the specialists assembled from every quarter of 
the globe shines even through the printed version of their papers, of which the majority 
describe dances rather than songs. “Notes and News’ give valuable information 
about the building up of many recorded archives of folk music. The revival of the 

Phonogram Archiv in Berlin, which dates from 1900 but was badly damaged in 

the last war, is most welcome. The Journal is published with the assistance of the 

International Music Council under the auspices of Unesco. (784-405) 


NINETEENTH-CENTURY PIANO MUSIC. A Handbook for Pianists. 
Kathleen Dale. Oxford University Press, 21s. 1954. 22cm. 328 pages. Musical 
examples. Bibliography. Indexes. 

The industry, accuracy and erudition that have gone to the making of this book 

are unfortunately marred by the fact that the author fails to impart to the reader 

the enthusiasm which presumably urged her to write it. The material is grouped 
by classes, ‘sonata’, ‘variations’, ‘romantic music’, ‘studies’, etc. Much little-known, 
excellent music is brought to notice and intelligent advice on background, content 
and performance is given, which make the book suitable for the advanced player, 
especially one with an historical sense. As the book breaks entirely new ground, and 
is most helpful, it can be sincerely recommended, with the above reservation. (786-2) 


The Theatre 
TOGETHER IN THEATRE. Some Aspects of, and Exercises dealing with, 
Relationship in the Theatre; particularly as it Affects the Amateur Theatre. 
Robert G. Newton. Garnet Miller, 8s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 120 pages. § illustrations. 
Diagram. 
Flora Robson states in her foreword that the most interesting feature of this book 
is its stress on ‘relationship in the theatre’. The author’s analysis of the parties of a 
play, a subject often neglected in technical treatises, follows in theme two of his 
earlier works, Acting Improvised and Magic and Make-Believe. The book includes 
eighteen exercises On imaginative training, team work, the use of conventions, etc. 
(792) 
THE PRODUCER AND THE ACTOR. Frank Newman. Garnet Miller, 
3s. 1954. 18}cm. 46 pages. Diagrams. Paper covers. 
The author, an experienced producer and lecturer, has given this small volume 
the sub-title, ‘An introduction and an approach to the problems concerned in the 
production and acting of a play’. It has been written primarily for amateurs and its 
concise exposition should prove a valuable guide to those undertaking the direction 
of a play. (792-02) 


MELODRAMA. Plots tha Thrilled. M. Willson Disher. Rockliff, 25s. 1954. 
22cm. 224 pages. Frontispiece in colour. 103 illustrations. 35 line drawings 
in text. Indexes. 

This notable writer on the theatre has turned once again to melodrama. His earlier 

book on the subject, a scholarly history, Blood and Thunder (1949) traced the 

antecedents of melodrama from the days of Madame de Maintenon. Now Mr. 
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Disher describes some twenty-eight melodramas, each with some special feature, 
from 1850 to 1950 onwards. Discussing the nineteenth century manifestations of 
Virtue, in conflict with Vice, he ranges from Jane Shore and The Colleen Bawn 
to The Lights o’ London and The Profligate, and in this century from The Bondman to 
Young England. Finally he finds survivals of the sensation dramas and the ‘Play 
Panoramic or Ultra-Sensational’ in the films, radio and television of today. (792-92) 


Sports and Games 
ALONE TO EVEREST. Earl Denman. Collins, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 256 pages. 
13 illustrations. 4 maps. Glossary. 

Canadian born Earl Denman attempted to climb Everest in 1947 (prior to this his 
only climbing experience seems to have been on the rocky Varunga mountains 
in the Belgian Congo), and he possessed only £250 for all expenses. However, in 
Calcutta he was lucky enough to meet and engage the now celebrated Tenzing 
and another sherpa. How the three of them made their way through Sikkim and 
the Tibetan approaches to Everest with a great many transport and similar troubles, 
and finally reached a height of about 21-22,000 ft. on the slope leading to the 
North Col, makes an unusual and interesting travel story. (796-52) 


FORERUNNERS TO EVEREST. The story of the two Swiss Expeditions 
of 1952. René Dittert and others. Translated from the French by Malcolm Barnes. 
Preface by Brigadier Sir John Hunt. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 256 pages. 
26 illustrations. 9 maps and sketch maps. 

It was the Swiss Expedition, with the able assistance of Tenzing and other sherpas, 

that pioneered a route to the South Col and to a point over 28,000 feet up on the 

south-east ridge of Everest; by this route the world’s highest mountain was climbed 
by the British Expedition in 1953. Their two attempts to reach the summit in the 
spring and summer of 1952 are well described, mainly in diary form, by members 
of the Swiss party. The mountaineers naturally had their trials and adventures, 
and unfortunately one serious accident took place on the steep face of Lhotse, which 
resulted in the death of a sherpa. The book is well illustrated. (796-52) 


OUR EVEREST ADVENTURE. The Pictorial History from Kathmandu 
to the Summit. John Hunt. Brockhampton Press (Leicester), 12s.6d. 1954. 25 cm. 
128 pages. Over 150 photographs. 2 drawings. 2 maps. 

A companion volume to The Ascent of Everest by Sir John Hunt published last 

autumn. In that book the story of the successful British Expedition of 1953 was 

told mainly in words, while in the present book numerous fine photographs taken 
by different members of the party bear the brunt of the tale. The pictures are 
accompanied by an account of the expedition in diary form, which is a suitable 
method of describing this type of adventure. In several instances the pictures show 
better than any words the difficulties and dangers which were encountered and 
successfully overcome. The book, which is well produced and reasonable in price, 

will certainly be welcomed by both mountaineers and non-mountaineers. (796-52) 
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LITERATURE 
American Literature 
THE CANTOS OF EZRA POUND. Faber, 25s. 1954. 21 cm. $76 pages. 
With the addition of the Pisan Cantos Mr. Pound’s most important work is now 
printed complete except for Cantos 72 and 73 which have never yet appeared. 
$10 








The longest poem in English of the century, it may also to many readers prove the 
most difficult. The difficulties are of allusiveness, not of obscurity. It contains, 
especially in the early cantos, some of Mr. Pound’s finest descriptive poetry and 
evocations of the past. But the reader must be familiar with the fragments of Greek, 
Italian, Provencal and American—not to mention other—literature and history, 
which have built up Mr. Pound’s system of values, to follow the structure and 
development of the cantos. Autobiographical, lyrical, didactic by turns, they can 
only be summed up as a poet’s record of his own world of imagination. Since their 
inspiration is so predominantly literary, the poem really requires an exhaustive 
commentary for its proper appreciation. (811-5) 


STEPHEN CRANE. An Omnibus. Edited, with introduction and notes, 
by Robert Wooster Stallman. Heinemann, 21s. 1954. 20}cm. 750 pages. 
Bibliography. 

Despite his short life (1871-1900) the American author of the famous Red Badge f 

Courage was a voluminous writer, and one of the purposes of this volume—whic 

gathers together much of the best of his work—is to prove that Stephen Crane was 

no ‘one-book genius’. This it succeeds in doing. Maggie: a Girl of the Streets and 

George’s Mother are short novels of slum life which achieve their powerfully ironic 

effect through the subjective arrangement of objectively-presented fact; these, 

together with The Open Boat, show Crane to be a precursor of the school of natural- 
istic writers typified by Ernest Hemingway. This book, which also contains poems, 
letters, a collated text of The Red Badge, newspaper articles, nine short stories, and 
copious biographical and critical essays by the editor, is indispensable to everybody 
seriously interested in Stephen Crane. (813-4) 


English Poetry 
THE BROKEN CISTERN. The Clark Lectures 1952-53. Bonamy Dobrée. 
Cohen & West, 128.6d. 1954. 224m. 168 pages. Index. 


In this series of lectures Professor Dobrée develops the view that modern poetry 
has suffered, or at least dangerously narrowed its appeal, by virtually abandoning 
the type of public theme to which almost all readers can respond, since their most 
permanent emotions are based on it. He chooses themes such as stoicism or patriotism 
and follows their development from a simple poetry of statement, down to their 
far more elaborate modern expression, usually because the concept has altered 
its meaning or its emotive value. He recognises the difficulties of universalising the 
meaning of modern poetry, but stresses that great poetry usually succeeds in achieving 
just this breadth of appeal. (821) 


A VISION OF BEASTS AND GODS. George Barker. Faber, 9s.6d. 1954. 
22cm. 62 pages. 


In one of the most effective poems in this book—‘Letter to a Young Poet’—Mr. 
Barker refers to “Dionysiac poetry’ and speaks of the Logos that ‘rode on a white 
horse’. Such diction is characteristic of him: he is an hermetic writer whose poems 
are invocations to the oracle of the Word. Sometimes the oracle has something 
worth-while to say; at others the message is lost in a din of incantation. In the best 
of these new poems there is an order and clarity that gives them precision and 
strength: such discipline is wholly beneficial to this poet’s uncommon gift. (821-9) 
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A FEW LATE CHRYSANTHEMUMS. John Betjeman. Murray, 9s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 104 pages. 


Very few modern poets are simple or bold enough to attach the labels ‘Medium’, 
‘Gloom’, and ‘Light’ to groups of their poems, as Mr. Betjeman does in this volume. 
His directness has its source in an independence made plain by a choice of subjects 
and metres that other poets would shy away from—tie pomps and circumstances 
of suburban life chronicled in swinging hymn-book ieaen. Mr. Betjeman’s 
independence is the outcome of sincerity—and it is his sincerity that enables him 
to give to a trivial theme an intensity of feeling that transforms it into authentic poetry. 
If the collection contains, perhaps, fewer completely successful poems than earlier 
volumes, one must remember that poetry is judged by quality rather than quantity— 
and by such a criterion this is a treasurable book. (821-9) 


SELECTED POEMS. Walter de la Mare. Chosen by R. N. Green-Armytage. 
Faber, 7s.6d. 1954. 19} cm. 208 pages. Index. 


Selections from a poet’s total output valuably serve both poet and reader: poems 
whose excellence may go unnoticed in a profusion of excellence are awarded an 
isolation which they make truly splendid. Time and again, in Mr. Green-Armytage’s 
discerning selection, one is delighted by the beauty of the unfamiliar or surprised 
by the profundity of the familiar. Even anthology pieces look new-minted in their 
singular state. New readers will be enchanted by this book; old readers will have 
their respect and admiration increased by it. (821-9) 


English Drama 


OSCAR WILDE. James Laver. Longmans, 2s. 1954. 21}cm. 36 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper covers. (Bibliographical Supplements to 
“British Book News’) 

Oscar Wilde has long enjoyed a far greater reputation abroad than at home. Mr. 

Laver’s essay, which deals more fully with Wilde’s life than with his writings, explains 

this paradox by implication. It sketches the setting of Wilde’s career, his debt to 

French writers such as Huysmans and the peculiar philistinism of English society 

at the time of his greatest fame. At a period less dominated by materialistic values a 

writer of Wilde’s deliberately paradoxical and precious idiom would hardly have 

experienced such extremes of triumph or disaster. Mr. Laver considers The 

Importance of Being Earnest Wilde’s most lasting achievement. (822-8) 


THE BEST ONE-ACT PLAYS OF 1952-53. Selected by Hugh Miller. 
Harrap, 10s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 234 pages. 


Hugh Miller, actor, producer and lecturer, succeeds the late Mr. J. W. Marriott 
as editor of this well-known series. This seventeenth volume contains ten plays, 
including a fantastic comedy by Ivor Brown, a ‘triangle’ play by the late Michael 
Clayton Hutton, a play about social readjustments by J. B. Priestley, a modern comedy 
by Harold Brighouse and a biblical comedy by A. A. Milne, the famous Bespoke 
Overcoat by Wolf Mankowitz, an ancient Egyptian drama by T. B. Morris, and 
others. In all, it is a volume worthy of consideration by amateur societies. (822-9) 


PLAYS OF THE YEAR. Vol. 9. 1953. Chosen by J. C. Trewin. Elek Books, 
18s. 1954. 19 cm. $84 pages. 

Three of the five plays in this collection represent the lighter side of the theatre. 

Trial and Error, by Kenneth Horne, is a farcical comedy about a wife and her two 








husbands, with a hint of the sinister beneath the ridiculous. As Long as They're Happy, 
by Vernon Sylvaine, is a farce with a warmth and attraction about the/characters 
that lifts the play above the merely trivial. Birthday Honours, by Paul Jones, another 
‘triangular’ comedy, has been successfully produced but lacks 4 worth-while theme, 
Anastasia, described by Mr. Trewin as “Theatre Theatrical’, lias been adapted by 
Guy Bolton from the French of Marcette Maurette, and concéfriis Anastasia’s claim 
to be the youngest daughter of the last Russian Czar. The Return, by Bridget Boland, 
is an interesting though inconclusive study of a middle-aged nun. who returns to 
the world after many years in an enclosed order. (822-9) 


SOMEONE WAITING. A Play in Three Acts. Emlyn Williams. Heinemann, 
6s. 1954. 19} cm. 106 pages. 


This versatile playwright and actor has returned to ‘murder’ once again for the theme 
of his latest play. Although less theatrically effective than Night Must Fall or 
A Murder Has Been Arranged, it sustains suspense and surprise to the end in a plot in 
which crime and intent are made plain at the outset, when a father whose son has 
been hanged for a murder which he did not commit decides to take justice into 
his own hands. (822-9) 


English Fiction 
NOVELS OF THE EIGHTEEN-FORTIES. Kathleen Tillotson. Oxford 
University Press, 21s. 1954. 19} cm. 342 pages. Index. 

A plan for avoiding vague generalisations about the ‘Victorian Novel’ by concen- 
trating on the novels of ten years in the period has been admirably achieved in this 
book. In Part I the author shows the novel of the 1840’s becoming a dominant form, 
forsaking earlier stereotyped methods, and not only popular but ‘proper’ reading; 
serious literary criticism was becoming concerned with it; its scope was extending 
and it was vitally affected by Carlyle’s opinions. In Part II, four novels, Dombey 
and Son, Mary Barton, Vanity Fair and Jane Eyre, are considered in detail to show 
how each book maintains its unity and gives an impression and interpretation of life. 
This work is outstanding in scholarship, clear presentation and unpedantic critical 
approach. (823-8) 


English Essays 


LONELY PLEASURES. Daniel George. Cape, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 288 pages. 
Index. 


A collection of book notices, notes on reading and personal reflections by one of the 
most experienced but unconventional of London reviewers. Mr. George is an 
extremely able literary journalist rather than a formal critic, seldom setting up to 
pass judgment on major writers, but as his best in his personal opinions of the literary 
life or when explaining his enthusiasm for some obscure or eccentric talent. He is an 
indefatigable collector of books and a connoisseur of curiosities of all periods, as his 
elaborate and amusing index bears witness; amid the vast junkshop of literature 
he proves himself a constantly alert and entertaining guide. (824°9) 


SELECTED ESSAYS OF E. V. LUCAS. Arranged by H. N. Wethered. 
Methuen, 10s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 270 pages. 


E. V. Lucas (1868-1938) was, indeed, well-equipped for the work which gave him 
an established place among English essayists. In addition to being a great student, and 
a disciple, of Charles Lamb he had wide interests, a store of curious knowledge, 
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a sense of humour and a felicitous style. The present collection gives a fine taste of his 
quality as he writes, for example, on “Bores’, “Kensington Gardens’, ‘Rogues’, 
‘Epitaphs’, “The Town Week’, and ‘Sport’. With the true essayist’s touch he shows 
the significance of trifles without being trivial. This well arranged selection will 
give pleasure to all readers. (824-9) 


BARD IN BONDAGE. Essays of P. I. O'Leary. Selected and edited by 
Joseph O’Dwyer. Hawthorn Press (Melbourne, Australia), 22s.6d. 1954. 224 cm. 
266 pages. 

Patrick Ignatius O’Leary was, for more than twenty years, the editor of the literary 

page of the Melbourne Advocate, and during the course of that time made a name 

for himself as one of Australia’s best informed and most influential critics. The essays 
in this memorial volume have been selected for the general and abiding interest of 
their subjects, or for the quality of their writing, and range from ‘Studies in Australian 
writers’ to the “Woolly verbiage of the musical critic’. His style is fluent and full of 
vitality, and though at times it becomes verbose and overloaded with clichés, it is 
never obscure, and is frequently extremely forceful. (824-9A) 


English Miscellany 


THE FOUR CONTINENTS. Being More Discursions on Travel, Art and 
Life. Osbert Sitwell. Macmillan, 25s. 1954. 224m. 292 pages. 24 plates. 


Sir Osbert Sitwell in this volume resumes the manner of Winters of Discontent and 
Discursions, but with an increased mobility of scene, mood and style: he reserves 
in fact the right to chase any hare he pleases. In a thousand places he reflects on a 
thousand themes, enriching them with the experiences of a lifetime of travel in the 
four continents—from China to Guatemala. His re-appraisal of the American scene 
and American culture is timely and refreshing. It is exhilarating to travel in imagination 
with such an enthusiastic, vital and well-stocked mind. (828-9) 


French Literature 


THE MEDIEVAL FRENCH DRAMA. Grace Frank. Oxford University 
Press, 308. 1954. 22$cm. 306 pages. Bibliography. Index. 


This history of French Medieval Drama from the end of the Roman Empire to the 
beginnings of the Renaissance shows how the Middle Ages ‘fashioned their own 
serious drama not from the ashes of the past, but from the warmth of their faith’. 
It deals with every form of the medieval drama: the more important plays are 
criticised and analysed in a lively manner which will encourage the student to read 
the original texts. There is also fascinating information about staging, actors and 
music. Miss Frank is deeply versed in her subject: her references to her predecessors’ 
research, supplemented by copious footnotes, make this volume a valuable work of 
reference for which all students of the period will be grateful. (842-1) 


Greek Literature 

ION. Euripides. Translated from the Greek into English rhyming verse, with 
explanatory notes, by Gilbert Murray. Allen & Unwin, 7s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 
130 pages. 

The Nestor of classical scholarship presents his ninth play of Euripides. The Jon, 

as the brief but felicitous introduction makes clear, is not a tragedy but ‘almost 

a prose play of incident and character’, culminating in the recognition of a long-lost 
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child. We are in fact close to the social comedy of Menander. The translation has 
the ease and fidelity which we have come to expect from the veteran classical scholar. 
The brief notes deftly smooth the path of the Greekless reader. (882) 


THE HISTORIES. Herodotus. Newly translated from the Greek and with 
an introduction by Aubrey de Selincourt. Penguin Books, ss. 1954. 18cm. 
602 pages. 2 maps. Paper covers. (Penguin Classics) 


This splendid addition to the Penguin translations from the ancient classics is much 
to be welcomed. As Mr. de Selincourt writes in his introduction, ‘few could fail to 
read Herodotus with pleasure’. The translator has caught the tone of urbane loquacity 
and his flowing style carries the reader unwearied along this Maeander of story. 
Mr. de Selincourt faces squarely the difficulty of the ‘Homeric’ element in 
Herodotus’s style. He is right to eschew this effect, for a ‘poetic’ rendering of a 
poetic word would have deplorable effects in English. (888) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE MIND OF MAN. Gilbert Highet. Oxford University Press, 16s. 1954. 
20} cm. 194 pages. Notes. Bibliography. 


A breath of freedom and a civilising vigour animate this book. The translator of 
Werner Jaeger’s Paideia and the author of The Art of Teaching believes that culture 
thrives with the ‘cross-breeding’ of opinions. His book is divided into two sections, 
‘Man’s Unconquerable Mind’ and “The Migration of Ideas’, the former being inspired 
by the theme of Columbia University’s 200th anniversary: ‘Man’s right to knowledge 
and the free use thereof’. The author's thesis is reinforced by the fact that his apprecia- 
tion of the ‘lasting happiness of the life of the mind’ began as an American student 
at Oxford. (901) 


EARLY CHRISTIAN INTERPRETATIONS OF HISTORY. 
The Bampton Lectures of 1952. R. L. P. Milburn. Black, 18s. 1954. 224 cm. 
234 pages. Notes. Index. 

In this erudite volume, the author provides an illuminating survey of the views of 

theologians in the carly Christian centuries on the meaning of history, and he 

examines the methods which they adopted as they sought to interpret the historical 
process. He passes in review Clement of Rome, Irenaeus, Eusebius, Origen, Augustine, 

Orosius and Salvian. In the later part of the work he describes the treatment of 

history in early Christian art and in the apocryphal literature of the Christian era. 

There is a particularly valuable appendix on the doctrine of the Assumption and 

its historical background. (901) 


WORLD HISTORY FROM 1914 TO 1950. David Thomson. Oxford 
University Press, 6s. 1954. 173 cm. 256 pages. Tables. Bibliographical note. Index. 
(Home University Library) 

The author, who is Lecturer in History in the University of Cambridge, succeeds 

remarkably in presenting, in the smallest possible compass, a coherent and 

comprehensive account of world history from 1914 to 1950. As he points out in his 
introduction it is only in this generation that it has become both possible and necessary 
to study world history as a whole, rather than as the sum of the histories of each 
nation. The sweep of his survey is indicated by his finding significance in the researches 
of the Cavendish Laboratories and in Joyce’s Finnigan’s Wake no less than in Lenin, 
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Gandhi, Freud and Beveridge. Mr. Thomson uses hindsight rather to make clear 
cause and effect than to condemn the protagonists, and all who have lived through 
this history will be grateful for such clarification. (909-82) 


Ancient World 
4,000 YEARS UNDER THE SEA. Excursions in Undersea Archaeology. 
Philippe Diolé. Translated from the French by Gerard Hopkins. Sidgwick & 
Jackson, 18s. 1954. 20} cm. 320 pages. 18 illustrations. Drawings in text. 3 maps. 
Bibliography. Index. 
A discursive book on underwater archaeology in the west Mediterranean, describing 
some of the best-known submarine sites, mostly submerged harbours or ship- 
wrecked cargo vessels of Greek and Roman times. The author is an experienced 
‘free diver’ or plongeur, yet he deals equally with the exploits of the more old- 
fashioned helmet divers who were responsible for one of the earliest and still the 
most exciting of all the Mediterranean sites, the Mahdia boat, which sank laden 
with works of art and marble columns from Athens. Monsieur Diolé makes many 
excursions to discuss life in the classical world. Some will enjoy these intelligent 
and highly personal speculations while others perhaps would have preferred him 
to keep closer to his fascinating subject. All will sympathise with his plea that 
submarine sites should be scientifically cleared and not left as happy hunting grounds 
for untrained frogmen. (913) 


Travel and Topography 
SCOTLAND IN COLOUR. Moray McLaren. Batsford, 15s. 1954. 254 cm. 
112 pages. 32 photographs in colour by A. F. Kersting. 


The plates are as good as colour photography can make them, and a well-written 
essay by an observant and knowledgeable traveller makes a successful accompaniment 
to them. Sir Compton Mackenzie, in his foreword, refers aptly to the ‘judicious 
rapture’ of the piece. Scotland in Colour can be recommended to those who love 
Scotland, and to those who would like to know her. (914'1) 


THE SURPRISE OF CREMONA. Edith Templeton. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
18s. 1954. 20} cm. 304 pages. 9 illustrations. 


A travel book describing some of the less well-known towns of north-eastern Italy, 
including Cremona, Mantua, Urbino and Ravenna. Mrs. Templeton is an alert 
and self-possessed traveller who feels and expresses herself strongly about the pleasures, 
discomforts and social customs of Italian life. She is a trained observer of hotels, 
domestic service and the predatory habits of the Italian male, and on these and almost 
all subjects connected with material comfort she is highly readable and authoritative. 
She is unashamedly more interested in her experiences than her surroundings, and the 
reader will learn more of worldly wisdom from her pages than of the art and 
history of the region. (914°5) 


THIS IS SPAIN. Ignacio Olagiie. Translated from the Spanish with an 
introduction by Walter Starkie. Cohen & West, 12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 168 pages. 
20 plates. Map. Glossary. Bibliography. 

Sr. Olagiie has written a delightful book, which itself can serve as a guide to Spain 

or accompany any other guide. History is his main strength and he has original 

and stimulating things to say in his brief historical chapter. But he keenly appreciates 
all his country’s attractions and is an enlightened and persuasive advocate as he points 
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to the less obvious pleasures of Spanish art, cookery, festivals and life in general. 
Dr. Starkie, as perhaps the one who more than any other foreigner has tasted these 
pleasures, gives testimony of satisfaction in his introduction. (914-6) 


YUGOSLAV LIFE AND LANDSCAPE. Alec Brown. Elek Books, 18s. 
1954. 22cm. 196 pages. 45 illustrations. Endpaper map. Index. 
Despite its whimsical chapter-headings there is much to be learned from this book 
about Yugoslavia and Yugoslavs. The author has studied both ever since his under- 
graduate days at Cambridge in 1918. As a university lecturer, a journalist, an 
archaeologist and a traveller, he has acquired an exceptional knowledge of every 
part of Yugoslavia. During and after the war he acted as adviser to the Information 
Departments of successive Yugoslav authorities in London. This book describes the 
characteristics, ethnographical and geographical, of all six constituent Republics of 
Yugoslavia and contains an excellent analysis of their economy, culture, and national 
character. It suffers perhaps from a too exclusive local patriotism and this to some 
extent distorts its account of Yugoslav political and cultural history. But as an 
interpretation of modern Yugoslavia by one who loves and understands the country 
it is excellent. (914°97) 


ACROSS THE ROOF OF THE WORLD. Wilfred Skrede. Translated 
from the Norwegian by M. A. Michael. Staples Press, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 
256 pages. 23 illustrations. Endpaper maps. 

As a youth Wilfred Skrede escaped from occupied Norway with the object of 

joining the Norwegian Air Force in Canada. The route he followed was devious 

and long indeed—through Soviet Russia and Sinkiang, across the Himalaya to India, 
and thence by sea via Singapore and the Cape. En route he met with an accident in 
which he broke his back. He was in hospital in Kuldja (Sinkiang) for many weeks, 
yet not long afterwards he was negotiating the Mintaka pass alone on foot. For 
sheer determination his story would be hard to beat. He tells it unpretentiously but 
very humanly, and has some interesting observations on the characteristics of the 
various nationalities he encountered. (91s) 


LIVINGSTONE’S TRAVELS. Edited by James I. Macnair, with geographical 
sections by Ronald Miller. Dent, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 446 pages. 19 illustrations. 
$ maps in text. Endpaper maps. Bibliography. Index. 

Dr. Macnair has had the excellent idea of making an abridged version of Livingstone’s 

three travel books, which together contained nearly three-quarters of a million words, 

and these he has reduced to approximately one-fifth. He presents Livingstone as the 
indefatigable traveller and man of action, though not to the total exclusion of his 
many other interests. Even so, the editor has still had to paraphrase a good deal, 
but this does not interfere with the impetus of the narrative. Only towards the end 
of the last journey does it become a little difficult to follow what Livingstone was 
doing, and why. A few more names on the sketch maps would have been helpful. 

Professor Miller’s commentaries explain succinctly the geographical settings of the 

journeys. This is a self-portrait of a great man, determined, sincere, observant and 


drily humorous. (916) 


SOUTH AFRICAN EXPLORERS. Selected and introduced by Eric Axelson. 


Oxford University Press, $s. 1954. stem. 372 pages. Map. Bibliography. 
(World’s Classics) 


An admirable selection from twenty-one records ranging from the diary of Vasco 
da Gama to the writings of Frederick Selous (1851-1917). The anthology is introduced 
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by an excellent fifteen-page introduction linking the excerpts with the history of 
the opening of Southern Africa to the Europeans. It is significant that most of the 
explorers were either missionaries or traders, and the sequence gives a fair idea, not 
only of the growth of knowledge on the country, but of the changing attitude of 
the Europeans to what they found. (916-8) 


NORTH OF $55°. Canada from the 55th Parallel to the Pole. Edited by 
Clifford Wilson. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 1954. 23 cm. 192 pages. 
16 plates (double). Maps. Diagrams. Index. 

1,§00,000 square miles of Canadian territory lie above the ssth degree of latitude. 

Much has been written about this territory but nothing as compact and comprehensive 

as this volume. It is arranged in the form of a symposium. Fifteen subject-specialists 

contribute articles on the climate, flora, geography, Indians, Eskimo, Royal Canadian 

Mounted Police, etc. in a style designed deliberately for the layman. Anyone 

contemplating a journey into Canada’s north country would be well advised to read 


this book. (917-12) 


THE DANGEROUS RIVER. R. M. Patterson. Allen & Unwin, 15s. 1954. 
22$ cm. 260 pages. 22 photographs. Drawings in text. Endpaper maps. Glossary. 
This is an exciting narrative which will enthral all who enjoy or hanker after a life 
in the open air. Mr. Patterson describes two journeys which he made a quarter of a 
century ago to the South Nahanni river in Canada’s North West Territories. He 
and his companion were self-reliant and unusually tough physically, and they 
certainly needed these qualities when they pitted themselves against this scarcely 
known, turbulent river—hunting, trapping, and prospecting. Whether or no they 
found the sources of the gold they were seeking, they certainly drew other profits 
from their venture. Writing after this lapse of time, Mr. Patterson yet makes every 
incident vivid and memorable, and recreates much of the spirit of the early voyageurs. 
(917-122) 
ANAHUAC. Tale of a Mexican Journey. Marc Chadourne. Translated from 
the French by Jean Stewart. Elek Books, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 208 pages. 52 photographs. 
Endpaper map. Glossary. Index. 
Marc Chadourne, the distinguished French novelist, like many contemporary 
writers, has fallen under the spell of Mexico and its people. This is partly because of the 
contrast they offer to western Europe of today, for Mexico is ‘a land without dollars 
and without machinery’. It also offers the rare spectacle of a nation repudiating its 
recent history and turning to the distant past for its inspiration—a deliberate cult 
which is at once a source of strength and of weakness. And penetrating everywhere 
is the obsession with death. Bizarre as some of their actions may appear to western 
eyes, these people are ‘too near tragedy to be ridiculous’. These thoughts are 
constantly in the author’s mind as he watches a remarkable experiment in rural 
education, or contemplates the fate of the hacienda, or meditates before the great 
monuments of the past. His is an impressive interpretation, and it is sympathetically 
translated. (917°2) 


NUNAMIUT. Among Alaska’s Inland Eskimos. Helge Ingstad. Translated from 
the Norwegian by F. H. Lyon. Allen & Unwin, 21s. 1954. 224 cm. 254 pages. 
45 photographs (1 in colour). Drawings in text. Musical examples. Folding map. 

The Nunamiut live in the Endicott mountains of Central Alaska, having little 

communication with the outside world. They hunt and trap—caribou, bear, wolves, 

mountain sheep, etc.—journey to the northern shores in the summer to trade with 
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the coast Eskimo, and maintain relations, some friendly, some hostile, with the 
Indians to the south. Though their numbers appear to be diminishing, Ingstad, 
during his year’s visit, found them robust, lively, and resourceful. Their greatest 
danger appears to be from introduced diseases. He entered as an equal into their way 
of life, and gives an absorbing account of the community, enthusiastic without 
being fulsome. A word of praise is due for the excellence of the illustrations. (917-98) 


THE WAY THE WIND BLOWS. A Memoir of a Journey across South 
America. Howard Clewes. Macmillan, 15s. 1954. 224 cm. 248 pages. 32 photographs 
(x in colour). 

Taking a holiday from novel writing (on the profits of a novel which he did not like), 

Mr. Clewes crossed Brazil, Bolivia, Peru and Chile by uncommon but not unknown 

routes. He is a good traveller, unprejudiced and ready to appreciate the unusual. 

Moreover, unlike many travellers, he does not consider all his experiences equally 

worthy of record. In consequence, he has written a selective and delightful account 

of his trip, well illustrated with his own pictures. Typical of his skill or luck is that 
he tracked down the mine called ‘Fabulosa Consolidated’ and it justified its name. 
(918) 

THE STARS MY BLANKET. Beryl Miles. Murray, 16s. 1954. 224 cm. 
248 pages. 28 photographs. Map. Index. 

Beryl Miles determined to leave her safe job in Sussex and see the world. She landed 

up in Sydney, and chance and good luck sent her off on an 8,000 mile trip across 

the central heart of Australia to Darwin and back, assisting in photographing scenes 
of native life and aboriginal rock paintings. Fresh, vigorous, with a clear eye for detail, 
taking all men, white and black, as she found them, completely extrovert and 
uninhibited by too much knowledge, she has made of it an entertaining book that 
tells us a good deal of what the waste lands and wide pastures of the Northern 
Territories and Queensland look like to the visitor. The illustrations deserve special 
commendation for their quality and interest. (919-4) 


Biography 
ELIZABETH BARRETT TO MISS MITFORD. The Unpublished 
Letters of Elizabeth Barrett Barrett to Mary Russell Mitford. Edited and 
introduced by Betty Miller. Murray, 25s. 1954. 224 cm. 304 pages. 8 plates. Index. 
Admirably chosen and annotated, these letters cover the early years of Elizabeth 
Barrett's career, 1836-46. They reveal her at first as intensely shy, somewhat overawed 
by the acquaintance of an older and well-known writer, but steadily progressing, 
as her own literary talents unfold, to a relationship of equality and mutual respect. 
The friendship is warm and intimate, and the letters alive with feeling, though 
overloaded with the endearments of polite Victorian speech. In the background there 
looms formidably the dictatorial presence of Mr. Barrett pére, and the climax of 
Elizabeth’s elopment comes quite unexpectedly. Miss Mitford had not thought 
highly of Browning, and the marriage came as a blow which, if not destroying the 
friendship, brought this intimate correspondence to an abrupt stop. For the rest the 
letters give an entertaining picture of London literary society. (92) 


CHAPLIN—THE IMMORTAL TRAMP. The Life and Work of 
Charles Chaplin. R. J. Minney. Newnes, 16s. 1954. 224cm. 184 pages. 
126 photographs. Index. 


Written by a well-known English writer, editor and film-maker, this book is mainly 
concerned with telling the story of Charles Chaplin’s life and career, especially in its 
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relation to his early experiences during his childhood in London. His chief films are 
also analysed for the purpose of showing how Chaplin expresses himself through 
them. Chaplin’s story is told with sympathy and with an understanding born of 
personal friendship between the writer and his subject. (92) 


A RIVER FULL OF STARS. Elizabeth Hamilton. Deutsch, 12s.6d. 1954. 
22 cm. 220 pages. Illustrations by Agnes Lamont. 


A series of autobiographical fragments by the talented author of The Year Returns, 
a study of the bird-life of Longleat. Miss Hamilton’s life has not been particularly 
remarkable, yet, with a poet’s eye and a mastery of crystalline prose, she has made 
of it a remarkable little book. She was born in a charming country house near Dublin; 
when the family fortunes declined the Hamiltons moved around in the Midlands of 
England and in London. Miss Hamilton portrays her childhood and schooldays, 
a period in London University (where she took a classics degree), and her various 
teaching jobs, with the endearing grace of one who loves her fellow beings and is 
keenly aware of the beauties of nature. (92) 


YOUNG HITLER. The Story of our Friendship. August Kubizek. 
Translated from the German by E. V. Anderson. Introduction by H. R. Trevor- 
Roper. Wingate, 18s. 1954. 22 cm. 218 pages. 35 illustrations. 2 facsimiles in text. 

This unique account of a hitherto unrecorded period of Hitler’s life bears the stamp 

of truth, though it is difficult to say how far after-events may have led the writer to 

romanticise his story. Kubizek, a music student of Linz, met Hitler when they were 
respectively sixteen and fifteen, and for four years he was audience and confidant 
to his dominant friend. Never, apparently, was child more father to the man. 

Hitler’s folie de grandeur was unbounded. Without technical knowledge of architecture 

or music, he dreamed of rebuilding Linz and Vienna and of writing an opera. In 

passing from adolescence to manhood he acquired none of the normal objectivity 
of an adult. Interest in social conditions developed only because he was desperately 
poor and afraid. The friendship between the two young men ended suddenly when 

Hitler disappeared from their joint lodgings. (92) 


THE BOOK OF MARGERY KEMPE. A Modern Version by 
W. Butler Bowdon. Introduction by R. W. Chambers. Oxford University Press, 
$s. 1954. 17}. cm. 380 pages. Notes. Index. (World’s Classics) 

A manuscript book has in recent years been identified as the missing autobiography 

of the medieval mystic, Margery Kempe, about whom hardly anything was hitherto 

known. Although the original copy is still missing, the existing manuscript is believed 
to have been written soon after the original and is here published in a modernised 
version. As Mr. Chambers observes in a racy introduction, it is our first extant prose 
narrative in English and is of inestimable value for the light it throwns on the character 
and religious experiences of a remarkable woman as well as for the vivid picture 
which it presents of life in the fifteenth century. (92) 


THE INVISIBLE WRITING. Arthur Koestler. Collins with Hamish 
Hamilton, 21s. 1954. 22 cm. 432 pages. 6 plates. Map. 

The second volume of Mr. Koestler’s autobiography is as brilliantly narrated as the 

first, but the emphasis is on action rather than self-analysis. The story takes him 

through Germany on the eve of Hitler’s seizure of power, Russia shortly before the 

purges and the Spanish Civil War, concluding with his final refuge in England at 

the beginning of World War II. On the way one learns much on Mr. Koestler’s efforts 
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to find his true métier as a writer and also of the background to his books. Throughout 
his adventures runs the thread of his spiritual odyssey, his search for Utopia in terms 
of Communism and his final disillusionment. If the reader is sometimes decneciand 
by the shadowy descriptions of the supporting actors he cannot fail to be impressed by 
the force and self-knowledge of the autobiographical portrait. (92) 


JOHN GIBSON LOCKHART. Marion Lochhead. Murray, 25s. 1954. 
22} cm. 336 pages. 8 plates. Bibliography. Index. 
A full and well-written biography and critical treatment. The judgments on the 
Life of Burns, the great Life of Scott, Peter’s Letters, the Spanish Ballads, the Chaldee 
MS and the notorious criticism of Keats’s Endymion are balanced and helpful. The 
book is essential reading also for the student of what was written and who was writing 
in Edinburgh in the great days of the early nineteenth century. The narrative of the 
life is quick, bright and sympathetic. The quotations are full and useful. (92) 


HENRY PHILLPOTTS, Bishop of Exeter, 1778-1869. G. C. B. Davies. 
S.P.C.K. for the Church Historical Society, 42s. 1954. 22cm. 416 pages. 
4 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Bishop Phillpotts was one of the outstanding figures in the history of the Church 
of England in the nineteenth century. He was a formidable controversialist, a pioneer 
in diocesan administration and an ardent supporter of the Tractarian revival even if 
he felt free to oppose the views of some Tractarian leaders. The author of this scholarly 
biography based upon detailed research and new manuscript material deals with the 
important phases of the Bishop’s career—his opposition to parliamentary reform, 
the restoration of diocesan synods and the famous “Gorham’ case—and his work is an 
important contribution to the history of the period. (92) 


PRISON AND CHOCOLATE CAKE. Nayantara Sahgal. Gollancz, 
I§s. 1954. 22}. cm. 224 pages. 8 portraits. 
The value of this charming little piece of autobiography lies in the importance of the 
young author’s connections—she is the daughter of Mrs. Pandit, India’s first woman 
ambassador, and thus the niece of Nehru. She spent much time in the Nehru household 
and naturally was close to Gandhi. A girl of loveliness and charm, she tells us what the 
historian cannot—the personal impact of Indian politics on a cultured, wealthy, and 
affectionate family. Nayantara was sent to America in 1943, when her mother was a 
political prisoner, and went to college there. Her mother was subsequently 
Ambassador to the U.S.A. (92) 


THE MEMOIRS OF JAMES STEPHEN. Written by Himself for the 
Use of his Children. Edited with an introduction by Merle M. Bevington. 
Hogarth Press, 30s. 1954. 224 cm. 440 pages. 3 illustrations. 2 facsimiles. Genealogical 
table. Index. 

Not the least extraordinary fact about these memoirs by James Stephen (1758-1832) 

is that they were written for the use of his children—presumably as a warning. 

Stephen, who was the grandfather of Virginia Woolf, lived to be a stalwart of the 

Evangelical Movement in the Anglican church, an anti-slavery supporter and close 

friend of the great William Wilberforce, and a notable lawyer, but his memoirs 

cover only his earlier years. They end abruptly, in 1783. They show him as, among 
other things, an amorist capable of the most involved affairs, which are described, in 
all their ramifications, in language so pompous as to leave a very odd flavour indeed. 

There is no question that this is a revealing and indeed an engrossing piece of self- 

revelation, edited with care and scholarship. (92) 
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WILLIAM THOMPSON (1775-1833). Britain’s Pioneer Socialist, Feminist, 
and Co-operator. Richard K. P. Pankhurst. Watts, 15s. 1954. 20} cm. 240 pages. 
Index. 


William Thompson was the author of An Inquiry into the Principles of the Distribution 
of Wealth (1824), which brought him into the centre of co-operative and socialist 
politics. His enthusiasm for the feminist cause was shown in his Appeal of One Half 
the Human Race, Women, against the Pretensions of the Other Half, Men, to restrain them 
in Political and thence in Civil and Domestic Slavery (1825). He also wrote Labour 
Rewarded, in reply to Thomas Hodgskin’s Labour Defended, and was associated in 
founding The Co-operative Magazine. Dr. Pankhurst’s book, the outcome of extensive 
research, is the first full account of his life. (92) 


A BOOK OF BRITISH PROFILES. — from The Observer by 
Sebastian Haffner. Heinemann, 16s. 1954. 22 cm. 220 pages. 28 photographs. 
The profile, fashionable in contemporary Satine. partakes more of the miniature 
than the silhouette. The essential gift is to be able to convey something of the richness 
of the personalities described, as well as an outline of their fame. This collection 
includes the late Ernest Bevin, Mr. Attlee, Sir Gordon Richards, Aneurin Bevan, 
the Duke of Edinburgh, the Dean of Canterbury, Lord Salisbury, the Prime Minister 
—and the Mr. Russell famous for his lupins! Nearly all are sy mpathetic portraits, 
and it is not only people who provide good subjects. Number 10 Downing Street, 
the Music Hall, Lloyds and the Kennington Oval are among the places whose 
atmosphere is caught. (920) 


Genealogy 


DEBRETT’S PEERAGE, BARONETAGE, KNIGHTAGE AND 
COMPANIONAGE, 1954. Coronation Honours edition. 152nd year. 
Edited by C. F. J. Hankinson. Odhams Press, limp leather 231s.; cloth, 189s. 
1954. 254.cm. 3,660 pages. Frontispiece in colour. Illustrations. Index. 

This well-known British annual comprises ‘information concerning persons bearing 

hereditary or courtesy titles, Privy Councillors, Knights, Companions of the various 

Orders, and the collateral branches of Peers and Baronets’. The preface gives a 

brief survey of important events of the past year as they affect the information given 

in Debrett. Details of the Royal Family and the Royal Households, the Ministry, 
the Judicial Bench, Diplomatic Representatives, and Orders of Knighthood are 
included, and genealogical particulars and biographical details are given of peers and 

baronets. Details of knights and companions are given in a separate list. (929-7) 


World War Ii 


SURVEY OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 1939-1946. HITLER’S 
EUROPE. Edited by Arnold Toynbee and Veronica M. Toynbee. Oxford 
University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 63s. 1954. 244 cm. 
746 pages. 4 folding maps (3 in colour). 2 tables. Index. 


DOCUMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS _ 1939-1946. 
Vol. Il. HITLER’S EUROPE. Selected and edited by Margaret Carlyle. 
Oxford University Press for the Royal Institute of International Affairs, 38s. 1954. 
244 cm. 384 pages. Index. 

A further volume in this series of Surveys (together with its accompanying volume 

of Documents) covering the war. A recently published volume dealt with allied co- 

operation in the prosecution of the war; here is the complementary study of Hitler’s 
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brief enslavement of much of Europe for the same purpose and his subsequent failure 
to keep his conquests. This is the first large-scale attempt to present a coherent account 
of a phase of the war that was intensely complex both in terms of time and space. 
For the story covers multifarious activities both political and economic in the Reich, 
in the occupied territories, in Vichy France, Italy and Eastern Europe. The authors 
have digested and interpreted an awe-inspiring quantity of documents, many of the 
most significant of which are reproduced in the Documents volume. —_ (940°531) 


THE KELLY. Kenneth Poolman. Kimber, 15s. 1954. 22cm. 220 pages. 
19 illustrations. 2 maps. Chronological note. Glossary. 


The full and intimate story of the short but thrilling life of one of H.M. ships that 
will always be associated with her only commander, now Admiral Earl Mountbatten, 
who writes the foreword. H.M.S. Kelly was first commissioned a week before the 
outbreak of World War II and was early in action in home waters, sinking a U-boat 
on her second day of active service. After another similar success, she survived a 
collision, mining and a torpedo attack but was soon refitted by her builders at 
Tyneside. She was then sent to the Eastern Mediterranean, where her existence, brief 
but glorious, ended during the invasion of Crete. The author, who served in the ship, 
tells his story vividly and with restraint. (940°545) 


THE FROGMEN. The Story of the War-time Underwater Operators. 
T. J. Waldron and James Gleeson. Pan Books, 2s. 1954. 18cm. 160 pages. 
9 photographs. 5 drawings in text. Paper covers. 


A well told account of the activities of the men, British, Italian and German, who 
during the last war worked under water and attacked enemy ships in harbour, 
bridges and similar targets by means of mines and torpedoes. They also successfully 
used midget submarines for such purposes. This popular book was first published 
in 1950. (940-545) 


ONE OF OUR SUBMARINES. Edward Young. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. 
1954. 18cm. 312 pages. 32 illustrations. 9 maps. Paper covers. 


This is a very particular reprint: for it is No. 1,000 in the Penguin series. It is the 
story of the war experiences, 1940-45, of the first officer of the Royal Naval Volunteer 
Reserve to command a submarine. It is one of continued excitement, for the author 
became an underwater ‘ace’. A publisher by training, Commander Young designed 
the cover of the first Penguin nineteen years ago and it is especially appropriate that 
it should be his book which has been chosen to celebrate the attainment of four figures. 
One of our Submarines was first published in 1952. (940°5451) 


ESCAPE—OR DIE. Paul Brickhill. Introduction by H. E. Bates. Pan Books, 
2s. 1954. 18cm. 190 pages. Paper covers. 

A reprint of a book first published in 1952. It contains eight vivid stories of the escapes 

and later adventures of members of the Royal Air Force in many theatres of war. 


(940°547) 
Europe 


FIRE IN THE ASHES. Europe in Mid-Century. Theodore H. White. 
Cassell, 15s. 1954. 22 cm. 384 pages. Map. Index. 


Mr. White has already won praise for his Thunder out of China which was based 
on his experiences in China from 1939 to 1945. Now in Fire in the Ashes he interprets 
Europe to the Americans. He is an acute observer and a vivid reporter and his account 
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should interest Europeans as much as his own countrymen. Indeed, in so far as the 
European reader learns almost as much about America as he does about Europe he 
may find a double value in the book. It provides an excellent background study for 
those who wish to understand Nato, O.E.E.C. and such other organisations, all of 
which can only work smoothly if backed by an integrated Europe. (940°55) 


Ireland 


THE STRANGER IN IRELAND: from the Reign of Elizabeth to the 
Great Famine. Constantia Maxwell. Cape, 25s. 1954. 23cm. 340 pages. 
5 illustrations. 3 drawings in text. Folding map. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 


Dr. Maxwell’s book is full of those details which bring the pages of history to life. 
With a few exceptions, the visitors she includes, who range from Spenser to 
Thackeray, did not penetrate very far below the surface, but no doubt if they had 
they would cease to rank as strangers. Yet she does interpret the term very widely: 
James Gandon the architect spent forty-two, and Charles Bianconi the Italian coach 
contractor seventy-three years in Ireland. Their characters and outlook are varied; 
not all of them write from the ‘ascendancy’ viewpoint. Dr. Maxwell’s historical 
commentary serves to put them in perspective, and is in effect an outline of Irish 
history. This is avowedly a ‘popular book’, and contains much interesting and 
often amusing reading. (941-5) 


Britain 
A HISTORY OF THE CITY OF OXFORD. Ruth Fasnacht. Blackwell 
(Oxford), 21s. 1954. 22}cm. 254 pages. 13 plates (4 in colour). Chronology. 
Note on bibliography. Index. 
The addition of another book to the voluminous literature on Oxford is justified 
by the account it takes of the latest research and by the evident care given to making 
the narrative attractive and readable. The author takes a conservative view of the age 
of the city, refusing to put it back beyond A.D. 912, when a fortress was built on the 
site. Thus protected, and encouraged by the favourable position, trade soon came 
to Oxford, and in its wake the first students. The author traces the relations between 
city and university evenhandedly, and is reasonable on the industrial expansion 
which has transformed the former since the nineteen twenties. The interest is well 
maintained throughout, but one would have liked to hear a little more of the lives 
of the inhabitants. The book is pleasantly produced. (942) 


BRIGHTON: Old Ocean’s Bauble. Edmund W. Gilbert. Methuen, 25s. 
1954. 22cm. 292 pages. 41 illustrations. 15 illustrations in text. 27 maps and 
diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 


Professor Gilbert combines with marked success a scholarly study and an entertaining 
work for the general reader. Modern Brighton is not a unique phenomenon, but 
its history has a character of its own. The theme developed is the close relationship 
between its growth and that of London, summed up in a journalist’s phrase: ‘for 
all the world like Piccadilly gone to sea’. The author relates the development of the 
resort to its physical setting, and then describes, in considerable detail, with many and 
usually amusing quotations, its social life since Dr. Richard Russell in 1750 extolled 
the virtues of sea~water. Though an enthusiast, the author does not pass over setbacks 
or shortcomings. He concludes with a balanced survey of the problems which Brighton 
faces today. (942) 
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THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND COMMONWEALTH. D. C. Somervell 
and Heather Harvey. Christophers, 15s. 1954. 19 cm. 458 pages. 20 illustrations. 
12 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

A new and revised edition of D. C. Somervell’s British Empire (1942). It stands 

midway between a senior textbook and a general account. The method adopted 

is to discuss the history and development of the Empire as a whole, and then to take 

each self-governing territory and the major colonial areas individually. In such a 

work, points of major importance must be selected somewhat to the exclusion 

of detail, and the book is therefore better for reference than for reading as a whole. 

A valuable addition is an appendix of thirty-five pages of historical summaries. (942) 


Russia 


BEYOND THE IRON CURTAIN. Sir David Kelly. Hollis & Carter, 
$s. 1954. 19 cm. 84 pages. 
In the twelve articles here reprinted from the Sunday Times, to which has been added 
one broadcast, the former Ambassador to Moscow estimates the power and prospects 
of the U.S.S.R. The publishers were doubtless right to reissue them, for many 
readers who are not prepared to spend a great deal of time and serious study on the 
subject may read this short well-balanced book. They will not be misled and may 
well be tempted to further reading. (947:085) 


Near East 


EOTHEN. A. W. Kinglake. Introduction by Harold Spender. Dent, 6s. 1954. 
18$.cm. 254 pages. (Everyman’s Library) 
Eothen, modestly described in its sub-title as “traces of travel brought home from 
the East’, remains after a century a classic of English travel. The simplicity and 
directness of the style, the assured approach and the good nature of the writer all 
contribute to its appeal. With what mixed anticipations, agreeable and apprehensive, 
do we embark on that famous crossing of the Save, and glide into the ‘splendour 
and havoc of the East’. (956) 


Kenya 
THE PSYCHOLOGY OF MAU MAU. Jj. C. Carothers. Government 
Printer (Nairobi, Kenya), $0 cts. 1954. 244.cm. 36 pages. Paper covers. 

Dr. Carothers, for twenty-one years Medical Officer in Africa, and author of a valuable 
monograph The African Mind in Health and Disease, was invited by the Government 
to examine and report on the mental background of the Mau Mau terrorism. His 
concise report is impossible to summarise, but it may briefly be said that his enquiry 
is not what led the Kikuyu to rise, but why the rising has taken the course which it 
has. Some of his remarks are trenchant and should give rise to much thought. This 
report should be read by all with an interest in African affairs. (967-62) 


Canada 

CANADA’S TOMORROW. Papers and Discussion, Canada’s Tomorrow 
Conference, Quebec City, November 1953. Edited by G. P. Gilmour. Macmillan 
(Toronto, Canada), $3.50. 1954. 234 cm. 332 pages. 9 illustrations by Eric Aldwinckle, 

Originally read as part of the Canada’s Tomorrow Conference organised by the 

Canadian Westinghouse Co. to celebrate its first fifty years in Canada, these papers 

examine present trends and future possibilities for Canada in social, political, economic 
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and cultural spheres. Eight Canadians, each an authority in his field, are the 
contributors. Allowing the premise that the only thing certain about the future is 
its uncertainty, they nevertheless analyse, conjecture and speculate on the unknown 
future. All had been asked to take ‘the long view’ and all rejected glowing prophecies. 
The result is a book that ranges widely in various fields of Canadian activity and 
thought with ideas that are often conflicting but always thoughtful and challenging. 


(971) 


FICTION 
General 


THE DEATH OF A TOWN. Kay Cicellis. Harvill Press, 10s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 168 pages. 


Remarkable perception and a strength and simplicity of style characterise each of 
these four stories. The title-piece, which occupies the greater part of the book, is a 
striking description of the effect of a series of earthquakes on the inhabitants of a 
town on the Greek island of Cephalonia. Though Miss Cicellis writes with a deliberate, 
cool detachment, she is able to convey the horror and the pathos of the scene. 
Elsewhere she shows that she can suggest reserves of powerful emotion, in the spiteful 
hatred of a peasant woman for her sister-in-law which melts for a brief spell into an 
unfamiliar pity, or the reactions of a stony-hearted adolescent to his sister’s love 
affair. There is, also, a strange little study of children living an unconventional life 
in a half-used house. 


THE POOR SCHOLAR’S TALE. H. W. Freeman. Chapman & Hiall, 
128.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 344 pages. 

The intrinsic interest of this tale lies in the personality of the ‘scholar’. An individualist, 
he fails to fit into any of the categories into which modern society likes to classify 
its members, nor, on the other hand, is he a mere misfit. Whatever he does he does 
well with the scholar’s eye for perfection. As a student he wins high honours at 
Oxford; then, having forsaken the road to a conventional career, he excels at planting 
trees in his native Suffolk. But it is at Florence that he ultimately finds a way of life 
best suited to fulfil the promise of his long apprenticeship. An intriguing character 
study of a twentieth-century nonconformist. 


THE WELSH SONATA. Variations on a Theme. James Hanley. Verschoyle, 
10s.6d. 1954. 22}. cm. 216 pages. 


There has always been a quality of poetry in Mr. Hanley’s stories and his new book 
is a poem in prose rather than a novel. An eccentric character—part-tramp, part- 
smallholder—disappears from a Welsh village and the local policeman conducts 
an investigation. His findings, written as an official report, are punctuated by dramatic 
episodes and lyrical soliloquies which reveal the story of the missing man’s emotionally 
complicated life. The book is an interesting experiment, containing some excellent 
characterisation and descriptions of the Welsh scene. 


THE ENGLISH FLOTILLA. Hugh Hickling. Macdonald, 12s.6d. 1954. 
204 cm. 256 pages. 

Mr. Hickling’s second novel is more than promising, it is accomplished. It is a 

composite study of officers of a landing craft flotilla. They are first seen, training 

for the assault on Europe, in Scotland; then they move south for battle exercises; 

and the final chapters tell the story of D-day itself, 6 June 1944, when the Allies 
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invaded Normandy. The characters as a whole are far from attractive, but the most 
interesting of them all, Falconer, who is killed at the beachhead, grows in stature 
throughout the story, and becomes increasingly sympathetic. 


BROTHER MAN. Roger Mais. Cape, 12s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 192 pages. 


This is a simple tale of life in the slums of Kingston, Jamaica. Simple—but there is 
here the grandeur of a tragic epic. It is the story of a man whose goodness is 
uncorrupted by the crime and squalor surrounding him, but whose saintly nature 
makes him an easy prey to the greed, lust, and envy of others. The many subsidiary 
characters are tersely but vividly described, the negro dialect is brilliantly conveyed, 
and the compassionate spirit informing the book gives it great beauty. 


MRS. BETSEY or Widowed and Wed. Francesca Marton. Hamish Hamilton, 
12s.6d. 1954. 19 cm. 448 pages. 


Readers who were introduced to the comely and resourceful Betsey in Attic and Area 
will welcome this continuation of her adventures which opens in the year 1851. 
Betsey’s acceptance of a job as housekeeper to a rich recluse produces an astonishing 
metamorphosis in house and master. She marries, happily, a second time, and we 
follow the fortunes of her prettiest daughter, whose pursuit by the villain of the 
piece leads ultimately to the solution of the mystery surrounding the robbery that 
made Betsey relinquish her housekeeper’s post. The author shows a nice sense of 
proportion and her background details are lovingly filled in. The story reads like a 
succulent seven-course Victorian dinner with plenty of trimmings, and is a superb 
period piece. 


THE WHITE SPARROW. John Moore. Collins, 10s.6d. 1954. 20cm. 
256 pages. 


This novel probes the complex subject of adolescent love between a coloured boy 
and a white girl. But far from over-emphasising the pathos inherent in the situation, 
it pictures the quiet life of an English village where the boy grows up happily unaware 
of any prejudice against him until he falls in love. Then, like the white sparrow 
whom he shoots in his moment of anguish, he too is abruptly brought to earth. 
The sadness of the story speaks for itself and the restraint with which it is told makes 
it at once more poignant and more bearable. 


THE DEEP SLEEP. Wright Morris. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. 1954. 
19 cm. 222 pages. 

Although confined in outline to the events of twenty-four hours, this curiously 
introspective novel extends in depth over many years in the lives of its characters. 
It is the day following upon the death of the Judge, a prominent man in Philadelphia 
society, and his wife, daughter, son-in-law, and handyman prepare for his funeral. 
As they do so, they view in retrospect their relations with the dead man so that his 
personality as well as their own becomes moulded in the matrix of their thoughts. 
Bright flashes of satirical humour enliven a deliberately elusive narrative which casts 
a powerful spell upon the reader’s imagination while making high demands on his 
concentration. 


THE CROSSROADS. Jaspar Sayer. Cape, 12s.6d. 1954. 19} cm. 224 pages. 


The quality that raises this story of a marriage in difficulties well above the usual level 
is its sincerity, which quickens its style, its situation, and its characters. The husband 
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and wife are normal, friendly, intelligent people with a sense of responsibility and 
no more than a fair share of human folly. They think, speak and act in a way that is 
familiar and plausible, and their situation—that of a middle-class couple faced with 
money worries and the temptation to escape them—has nothing unreal about it. 
Most convincing of all is their schoolboy son whose letters home bear the hall mark 
of genuineness. A thoroughly human and enjoyable book. 


THE STRANGER AT MY SIDE. Gwyn Thomas. Gollancz, 12s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 256 pages. 

Mr. Thomas has gained a reputation by taking the usually grey study of industrial 
life and dyeing it in the bright colours of folk art. In his new novel the setting is 
again the mean dwellings and fried fish shops of South Wales mining valleys and the 
p -aederet are again the voluble ‘voters’ who live and meet in them. But this time 
the story is near-farce, telling how an earnest social worker is converted to a career 
of irresponsible pleasure. If the story is thin, it is high spirited and the language 
is superb. 


EARTH. Emile Zola. Translated from the French by Ann Lindsay. Elek Books, 
15s. 1954. 204. cm. 430 pages. 

La Terre, the most Zolaesque of Zola’s novels, portrays peasant life in France at the 
close of the nineteenth century through the ‘Lear’ theme of a father dividing his 
inheritance, then hounded to death by his children for the savings he has retained. 
There is violence, lyricism, and humour in this epic of the Earth utterly indifferent 
to mankind. The first English translation (1888) was suppressed after a prosecution. 
Angus Wilson, in a rather carelessly written preface, claims that the publication of this 
translation (adequate and unquailing before Zola’s coarseness) is a ‘literary event of 
first rate importance’. It is certainly a landmark in changing taste. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


THE WHISPER IN THE GLOOM. Nicholas Blake. Collins, 10s.6d. 
1954. 19 cm. 254 pages. 

Having decided to forsake the formal detective story for the straightforward ‘thriller’, 
Nicholas Blake certainly gives his readers full measure—murder, a cryptic message, 
robbery, kidnapping, a political plot, a battle between gunmen and the police, 
attempted assassination, a gallery of toughs from London’s underworld and even 
more sinister individuals in fashionable circles. Three small working-class boys become 
involved in this welter of crime, and if their adventures are scarcely credible, they 
themselves are real personalities whose reactions are shrewdly observed. There is 
humour as well as excitement in this long and intricate tale. 


Reprints 


JOSEPH VANCE. An Ill-written Autobiography. William de Morgan. 
Introduction by A. C. Ward. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 1954. 17} cm. 
624 pages. Bibliography. (World’s Classics) 

With his first novel, Joseph Vance (1906), William de Morgan achieved a success 

probably wider than that of any other novelist since Dickens’s death. The meeting of 

Joey Vance, a grubby little boy of seven, with Lossie Thorpe, eight years older and, 

then, socially above him, determines the events in this skilfully ‘ill-written’ auto- 

biography. Lossie becomes his inspiration and object of devotion Their ways part, 
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and the elderly Joseph Vance calmly reviews events in the light of what might have 
been, but de Morgan artistically resolves his loneliness. Masterly characterisation and 
firm control of humour and pathos mark this outstanding novel, a welcome addition 
to this series. 


ASK MAMMA. R. S. Surtees. Folio Society, 30s. 1954. 23cm. 464 pages. 
13 colour plates by John Leech. 


Both the text and the colour plates of this reprint are admirable. The reader will find 
much to add to his Surtees gallery of inimitably drawn characters—Billy Pringle 
(almost a gentleman), the formidable Mamma, Sir Moses Mainchance, Major 
Yammerton (as ass without being a fool), the colourful Miss de Glancey—not to 
mention the maid, Jane Disher, alias Butterfingers. Added to all this light-hearted 
comedy is Surtees’s penetrating commentary on the changing social conditions of 
England. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 


THE FAMILY THAT GREW AND GREW. Margaret Baker. Nelso 
6s. 1954. 20} cm. 104 pages. Illustrations by Nora S$. Unwin. 


Elderly Miss Basingstoke led a lonely life in London until a sudden impulse to buy a 
coloured ball changed her whole life for her. The ball led her to buy a puppy, and 
after that a toyshop, and after that to adopt a small boy. Events prove a little too much 
for her and disaster threatens, but the situation is saved and the future made safe by an 
unexpected visitor. Simply told," this is a happy and human little story that the 
young child will enjoy. 


Non-Fiction 
CASTLES. R. Allen Brown. Batsford, 7s.6d. 1954. 21cm. 80 pages. 
41 illustrations (some in colour) by John Mansbridge. Index. (Junior Heritage) 


CHURCHES. Edmund Vale. Batsford, 7s.6d. 1954. 21cm. 80 pages. 
33 illustrations (some in colour) by John Mansbridge. Index. (Junior Heritage) 


The Junior Heritage books follow a definite pattern: each has sixteen colour plates, 
many drawings and plans, and some good photographs and reproductions. The text, 
by a recognised authority, is short and simple, but there is no suggestion of writing 
down to a child’s level. In fact these little books are equally suitable for the intelligent 
twelve-year old and for the adult reader who needs an introduction to a subject 
of which he has little previous knowledge. It should be added that the parish churches 
and medieval castles of Britain, the subjects of these two books, are hardly matched 
in number and variety by those of any other country. 


THE CHILDREN’S BOOK OF GAMES, PUZZLES AND PASTIMES. 
Odhams Press, 8s.6d. 1954. 254 cm. 192 pages. 9 colour plates. Numerous illustrations 
in text. 


Children between the ages of seven and fourteen will find this book a welcome 
source of stimulation on rainy days, because it contains an endless store of games, 
puzzles and quizzes. In between these are longer sections by acknowledged experts 
on hobbies and games (for example the Rev. E. Armstrong writes about birds and 
bird-watching, L. Hugh Newman about collecting butterflies and so on), which 
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can be consulted before a day in the country. The instruction in these articles is 
well disguised, but nevertheless all of them endeavour to instil a constructive spirit 
into what might otherwise rank as mere collecting. 


THE ADVENTURE OF WHALING. Frank Crisp. Macmillan, 6s.6d. 
1954. 19cm. 152 pages. Numerous illustrations by Winston Megoran. 


This short book, illustrated with detailed drawings, and describing past and present 
modes of whale-killing, relates the entire story of the pursuit of the whale, including 
the change, within recent times, from the Arctic to the Antarctic. The author’s 
experience of the sea includes a whaling voyage, and he writes in a way designed 
to appeal to children of fourteen and over. It is a sobering reflection that man has 
virtually exterminated the Greenland whale, and that only international agreements, 
strictly adhered to, will save those in Southern waters from a similar fate. 


WE GO TO THE CHANNEL ISLANDS. Mary Dunn. Harrap, 8s.6d. 
1954. 19cm. 174 pages. 8 illustrations. Drawings in text. 3 maps. Index. 
(‘We Go Abroad’) 

A graphic description of how Jane and her friend Michael (both now aged sixteen) 

explore the Channel Islands—Britain’s oldest possessions—in the company of a 

professor of history and his small son; as in previous books by Mary Dunn in this 

series, Jane tells the story. The young people visit each island, finding their character, 
traditions and charm very different, and learn much of past history, the islands under 

German occupation, and of the way of life and the industries of the people. Children 

from thirteen onwards will find much to amuse and instruct them in this lively 

Narrative. 


ATHLETICS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS. Joseph Edmundson and 
Charles R. E. Burnup. Bell, tos. 1954. 19}cm. 136 pages. 8 photographs. 
47 diagrams. Tables. 

This is a book for boys and girls themselves to use and not, as in the case of many 

works of this kind, for teachers and coaches, although the latter will undoubtedly 

find it useful. It describes most of the athletic events—running, hurdling, jumping, 
throwing—practised by young people and includes a general introduction to 
athletics. Suitable for young people from twelve upwards. 


THE MASTER ENGINEERS. Emmeline Garnett. Hodder & Stoughton, 

12s.6d. 1954. 20cm. 224 pages. 26 illustrations by Wardill. Bibliography. Index. 
The story of those two amazing engineers, of Norman descent, Sir Marc Isambard 
Brunel (1769-1849) and his son Isambard Kingdom Brunel (1806-59). They were 
jointly builders of the first tunnel beneath the Thames, which was under construction 
between 1825 and 1843; while the Great Western Railway, the immense steamer 
Great Eastern, and many fine surviving bridges, aqueducts, docks and other public 
works are the memorial of the son, who in sheer brilliance outshone his father. 
Their story is one of thrilling adventure, and the conquest of adversity. The young 
readers of fourteen and upwards for whom the book is designed could scarcely 
fail to enjoy it. 


THE STORY OF THE WORLD’S POLICE. Richard Harrison. 
Phoenix House, 12s.6d. 1954. 20} cm. 192 pages. 39 photographs. Index. 

Designed for the older boy, this is a factual and thoroughly exciting book. Much 

the greater’ part of it is given to the British police, their methods and purpose, but 
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there are useful sketches of the forces of the Commonwealth countries, and of those 
on the Continent and in America. Not only are varying police methods described 
but the narrative is interspersed with stories of crime and detection. It would be 
difficult to make such a subject dull. Mr. Harrison’s treatment is exceptionally vivid. 


THEY SERVED THE PEOPLE. Adventure Stories of Great Commonwealth 
Pioneers. Josephine Kamm. Bodley Head, 9s.6d. 1954. 19cm. 190 pages. 
10 portraits. Bibliography. Index. 


Beginning with Sir Stamford Raffles and ending with Lord Lugard, the author 
recounts the lives and achievements of nine men and one woman, Mary Kingsley, 
who made outstanding contributions to the British Empire. The author has the 
advantage of being both an expert on Colonial history and a graphic and easy writer. 
The result is a book outstanding for interest and accuracy, not only in the narrow 
factual sense but in the wider issues touched upon. Simply and clearly written, 
it should be a valuable addition to the library of the over-fourteens with a taste 
for history. 


YOUR BOOK OF MODELLING. Clay, Soap and Other Materials. 
Roger Lewis. Faber, 5s.6d. 1954. 21}.cm. 48 pages. Numerous illustrations by 
the author. 

Children from six to eleven should be particularly interested in this practical book 

about modelling in various materials, including the invaluable pipe-cleaner, which 

can be transformed into amusing animal shapes. Clear drawings show just how it 
is done, but the author is wise to encourage the young to adventure into original 
work, even of the most fanciful kind. Nor is the tool neglected. Hands do most of 
the work, but, with what is known as the broomstick tool, the finer details may be 


added. 


RAILWAYS FOR BRITAIN. Patrick Thornhill. Methuen, 8s.6d. 1954. 
21} cm. 88 pages. 84 line drawings and maps by R. Barnard Way. Bibliography. 
Indexes. (Methuen’s Outlines) 

An historical outline of the British railway system is the latest volume in an 
illustrated series designed for young readers up to fourteen or fifteen. It is noteworthy 
that the narrative includes reasonably detailed accounts of the earliest lines, worked 
by horses in the mining districts, while the more recent changes both in motive 
power and administration are tersely dealt with. This is acceptable in any conspectus 
of the whole development of British railways, for it is the earlier phases which are 
nowadays least understood. 


THE STORY OF OTTO or How they Fissioned the Atom. K. Wallace- 
Crabbe. Hawthorn Press (Melbourne, Australia), 6s.6d. 1954. 23 cm. 40 pages. 
Drawings by Wally Driscoll. 


Delightfully illustrated, this book should interest children of eight to ten years old, 
and prove a boon to unscientifically minded parents whose children want to know 
all about the atom. The story of the disintegration of the atom is told in an easily 
understandable manner. The print is clear and most of the “difficult” words are in 
large print and are explained within the story. All the important incidents are clearly 
illustrated and the illustrative matter outweighs the printed. The drawings and 


narrative matter have a slightly satirical quality that will be appreciated by adults 
reading the book to children. 


$31 








WINDOW ON GREECE. Barbara Whelpton. Heinemann, 10s.6d. 1954. 
224 cm. 178 pages. 9 lithographs in colour and 19 line drawings by the author. 


Map. 


The story of a journey through Salonika to Athens and the Peloponnese, written 
for young readers in their teens and told in the third person through Anne, a young 
English artist, and the Greek and English children whom she meets on her travels. 
Mrs. Whelpton recounts simply and unpretentiously the delights of discovering 
modern Greece, watching the Easter procession and the Karaghiozi shadow theatre 
in Athens, and finding much typical Greece hospitality off the beaten track. The 
author contributes some pleasant illustrations, the line drawings being more successful 


than the lithographs. 
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The importance 


of B.N.B. 


You may read all the reviews, you 
may study all the publishers’ adver- 
tisements, but it is only when you 
regularly see the British National 
Bibliography that you realize how 
numerous and varied are the books 
published in great Britain every week, 
and how many of them might not 
otherwise have come to your atten- 
tion. 

Librarians already make effective use 
of B.N.B., to the great advantage of 
library users. Many booksellers use 
it too, but not all are aware of the 
unique qualities which led The Times 
Literary Supplement to call it “A 
necessary companion in every book- 
shop where English books are to be 
found.” 

How does B.N.B. benefit librarians, 
booksellers and—through them—the 
purposeful reader? First, it provides 
a weekly record, with full biblio- 
graphical details, of all new British 
books and pamphlets. Next, its 
detailed subject-classification shows 
precisely what each book is about, 
and reveals at a glance all the new 
books available on that subject. 
Lastly, through its Quarterly Cumula- 
tions and the series of Annual 
Volumes, complete bibliographies 
from 1950 onwards relating to any 
subject can be found in a matter 
of seconds. Often B.N.B. is the only 
means—except sheer luck or a pro- 
digious memory — by which the 
books required can possibly be traced. 
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British 
Railway History 


Cc. HAMILTON ELLIS 
The first of two volumes, this book 
traces the development of the railway 
from its beginnings in 1830 to 1876 when 
the last great main line—The Midland 
Railway—was completed. A_ second 
volume will bring the story up to 
nationalisation in 1947. 

Illustrated. About 25s. each 


The Contemplative 
Activity 


PEPITA HAEZRAHI, MA., Ph.D. 

In these eight essays on aesthetic exper- 
ience the author analyses our present 
knowledge and discusses methods of 
objective evaluation and elimination of 
perception errors. About 12s.6d. 


Typhoon in Tokyo 


HARRY WILDES 

The first complete account of the 
American occupation of Japan: it’s 
intentions, methods, personalities and 
accomplishments. It is a thorough 
record of a social and political experi- 
ment unprecedented in America’s 
history. Cloth 18s. Paper 12s.6d. 


The Wild Flowers 
of Kuwait and 
Bahrain 


VIOLET DICKSON, M.B.E. 
Living in Kuwait for the last twenty-four 
years the author has formed the most 
comprehensive collection of wild plants 
yet made for this part of Arabia. For 
each plant, listed alphabetically, there is 
a short description of the plant and the 
locality where it is found, written in 
popular style to make the identification 
of the specimens easy for the layman. 
Illustrated. About 25s. 


A Short Dictionary 
of Weaving 


M. E, PRITCHARD 


A reference book of all the names and 
terms—ancient and modern—relating to 
hand-weaving, hand-spinning, dyeing 
and the finished product, textiles, 
Although written primarily for beginners, 
it will also prove to be an excellent 
handbook for teachers of the three 
crafts. Illustrated. About 18s, 


The Persian Gulf 


SIR ARNOLD T. WILSON 


Originally published twenty-five years 
ago, this book is still without rival in it’s 7 
subject, and the continuing demand for 
it has necessitated this new edition, 
It covers the history of the Gulf from 
earliest times, long before the Christian 
era, to the 1920's. About 25s, 


The Origin of 
Russia 


PROFESSOR HENRYK PASZKIEWICZ 


The author deals at length with the 
ethnical and political conditions which 
developed in the regions of the Dnieper 
and the Volga, from the ninth to the end 
of the fourteenth century and shows 
how the events of this early period 
profundly influenced the whole future 
of these lands. 63s. 


The Irish Pound 
1797-1826 


PROFESSOR FRANK W. FETTER 


The Report of the British Parliamentary 
Committee of 1804 on the condition of 
the Irish Currency is an important 
document in the history of monetary 
controversy. This volume reprints the 
report and Professor Fetter traces the 
monetary relations of Ireland and 
England from 1797 to 1826. About 15s. 
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